



PLAYBOY INTERVIEW 



a candid conversation with the embattled, outspoken attorney wlw defen ded 


; •: i " The rnfi d genius of the San Francisco 
bar . "rf court jester" . . . "a publicity- 

mad pettifogger" . . . " the .S'. II mo!: 
•V .of. the .legal profession". — these are 
.among the hinder things saiil^about inn 
Francisco attorney Melvin MouroW Itelli 
(pronounced "bell-eye"). That he is un- 
" ^questionably among the greatest living 
"ty trial lawyers, however. :s conceded even 
by Beilis legion of enemies, including no 
few as formidable in stature as the A uteri- 
can Bar Association , the American Medi- 
cal Association, most major insurance- 
I. firms, J. Edgar Hoover. Hubert Kennedy. 

Richard Nixon .and. perhaps most re- 
' cenlly, the city of Dallas, Texas, ever since 

Jack Ruby — with Belli as his counsel 

- .. was sentenced to death there for the 

■2-%-.t,}:tnurder of I.ec Harvey Osteoid. 
ii'rTyy v An eminent attorney long before the 
■' Ruby trial, ”, Belli has had more ejjc::t t.n 
the law in the past ten years than any :■<> 
lawyers in the Inst rent. in,-," in the /«••>- 
.sibly overenlhusiastic opinion ol a ml- 
..i- league. Indeed, many of his cases 
:-je ■" established, or carried jnrward . major 
. precedents in America's civil and trim- 
innl law. Defending those accused of rape, 
robbery, assault, arson, murder, fraud. 

■ pimping, income-tux evasion, forgery anil 
.even overtime parking, he has won lit- 
erally hundreds of criminal cases. Bui he 

" "Yj hrst known as “The King of Torts " — 
a title he cordially dislikes — for his vie- 

■ [lories in more than Hit) personal-injury 
'and medical-malpractice suits, in which 
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ing from $100,000 to a record-setting 
$67 5,000. He has also pioneered the 
use of " demonstrative evidence" before 
juries — graphic, and sometimes grisly, 
courtroom displays of artificial limbs, au- 
topsy ' photographs, skeletons, manne- 
quins, X rays, witnesses on stretchers — 
inspiring William Prosser, fqrmer dean 
of the - University of California Law 
School, to call him "a Hollywood pro- 
ducer," and his trials "epics of the super- 
colossal." So potent is the Belli image, 
however, that defendant insurance com- 
panies have sometime .» made substantial 
settlements when mere mention was 
nifule that Belli might he hired. 

An international law practice, plus a 
prodigious schedule of writing, lecturing 
and teaching, lakes Belli around the 
world, usually ft. i. owed by a wake of 
controversy. But-no case has earned nim 
as many headlines n- the one lie lost 15 
months ago in Dulles, where he caused a 
cstiirt room sensation by leaping up alter 
the annnur.i c.meut oj the verdiet, tears 
in his eyes, to denounce the death sen- 
tence for Jack Ruby as " the shotgun jus- 
tice oj a kangaroo court." 

It was to explore the issues and the 
aftermath of this historic trial, as well 
ns the oilier unpopular cau.-xts he has es- 
poused during his 17 -year career, that we 
went to San Francis -' « early this spring 
for an exclusive imer.'iew -with the em- 
battled 57-year-old attorney. He greeted 
us in the three-story Belli Building, 
which he had bought from' ten Chinese 
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owners and spent $JS0 t 0iA$K : loring ti- 
such lurn-nf-lhe-century ci 
it has been formally ' tlesi, 

Landmark Number 70S by 
ilia Historical Association. Vi 
Francisco Gray Line tom 
glimpse from the street thri 
lure window of his ornaie 
Belli himself may be seen a 
desk consulting with diet 
leagues amid a spectacular i x 
hinge oj heavy crystal chmitr 
chairs, leather couches. a% 
quill pens 
Belli' s forensic 

legal and nvii,,.:.. 

apothecary jars, m : arul hum 5 skeletons •. 
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communications network , .. 

anil speaker systems. Be!'- ' m:u: i: 

• nut h with IS I r.eyers on ! j • 
their secretaries, fur- 'dr in 'r.iiie 

sundry other sp. C a : : e-- 7: :: g lit’ 1 

i uses of clients by :i-e do: cm who a-t: 
been lured by Bali's magic nenic a :A 
lofty courtroom butting a-jc.ngy. i 

In a Casual display of expansive grr. 
cioiisness, millionaire Belli //. :'-‘d to u 
the keys to his Bulls- Boyce r (,,ourl. 

for our use during the . and he j::” 

wined mid dined us regal'.' ill -his, J 

$2SO.OO(> Twin Beaks home. Daring our ! .v ) 
wcrlilong se'ies of cnnvcrsntio.-s. we nr- * 
tom pmiied him to -peaking t uyagemen tj : . g: 
mid joined him at his tniior's for th 3 
filing of three new suits Am! on on . 8 j 
first morning in town, we ev en helv e a : S 

;.,i r.-l‘l,:nt geia-tiltnn "I his efi jj*. 
,. fc as las I ’c rngiu ■■ ■•’ s...cl ; s iV 

-a:-' ogling onii-'r- it 

• ,-.-’.\i,lr. In tlii' ■' ^ 

hi'gii n by posing a h o!helieXjj'r$ 
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hadn/l l»vn :.l.K , sk ,,l to 

. by the » :,ll:,s : ' ,, '’ : ' ,n ! 1 , . C b v ,hc law "os . 
»H«: <)-'•«•* ";XrX Sc history Of 

,l,c hwRtM ■ ' rlic wc> rUl saw the 

American . c>sw:i!(l. 

horrendous spttl 'c. , ; ..nd 

wo-. ' , - 1 "; ,c .v;;?;v .;*„... 

. "press c onlcu nc.- c „iridors. 

lions in pol'C.c »■' >' t( ,, s a, vests of 
Me lia«l no conn** ■ 1 1 •■•iuihorilies’’ 

sclfM-okioR. hKir - ovciiKli* 

. volunteered to. Hu , , . |sl . ,,nw.,r. 

.. dal.intritn.naun^nHl* m (). wahl's 

• —r-^d 'diiv without on;., 

»«»«' ,u "T 1 ,: . publics , no,.. *.«».*< 

. sc-1. In my hch«f. M:lil ii»» tl.e 

tune ry slv:,, ’“ ‘1 '.''j, ,ilas liar Association, 
oicsiclent ol if' ; i.; rl l.is cell. 

H.looisNicl.os.t ^i|^ s ])is r 

AS ,: ' r ulJ ■» « ai court room except f»r 
lucn inside a ti'-n f ^p^ics and 
olftcial inductions ° ‘ , p aTaR on 

tt-rinicuiial inn'l»os<- ^ ^ muUiu Uable 

tilt'll did ' v V ; '\ S . . ' ivint; an interview 

and untoripvabU ) b , ( ,i,ali!v destroyed 
to die press t ia ^ ( i,.;,.|isc. that 

Oswald's obvious • ' , Nichols told 

, c was n,en.a y - |t( , f C t,ly all 

SS .. wllWl gratuitously and «««- 

'^''riu-.St-na.lasestali.islundtt 

• ,na, r " b He opinion a*, i.-.rt »»Y 

Oswald ,..ui millions 

test wl.cn l >.iH « 1 -Oswald »s die 

WiltliifK is doitlit alioul it 

guilty man. In in , r Wliat kind 

”*****■■ 


ai' 




. Kw.dd sl.ot.ld ,^l*eei.WIj;en l pttor- 
•v tor die Am an liar Assoc-atum*- 
wltile lie was olive. But "<u until Oswald 
w’i's salc-ly dea.l did he «e. a counsel 
When his lawyer. culdn't he d«tianas^< 

1,. iK i.tt; seen sitting next to an nssassi... 

Z unpopular delendanl. .ben ..at, «.»• 

\ 11 \. president Wallet' l- l *'-"« ' 

^..pointed m represent Oswald at die 
Warren Oommissiou heat ml,. - 
PLAYBOY: Despite the Warrrn ‘ 1^; 

•' * ^‘i, , rUt-winr. plot against 
^V^iden.'s life-n plot ^ M the 
rot .he Secret Service and even me 
'cinmission conspire, to = 

“the truth.” Do you led tliCsC 

• iisnicious have any suhstaiict? v 

'-J,. They're hallucinatory and utter 
Wmctiosierotts. Do you want to know who 
/ believe is solely rcspons.hlc for starli.R 
these rumors? The Dallas pol.ee depai'- 
. 1K .,.t and the Dallas district attoi'it) s 
ollice Their ominous instnuations that 
Sclt. Rtthy knew each ...her star 't- 

V nils of our ’..'••'•enloi'centeiil 
ai'.:i-c not °' u t I, i..., i„ , |: 

ics ,:,:l < ur nation. 1 has >• 

it Z ■ ,..apt.uar that our HU either couo 

■' 7 wiiid tintr ^cpo.t.heful!s.o,, .n 

• i ” There was even un.outraRemis 

|t ‘,h..so., conspired in the 

U> MUrm ‘ "/^nirdtc '-sdttatmn 
t,,ntt as nntcit aDour mi 

as anv man alive, and l can tell you 

that it •was the harren. solitary a.i < 

Oswald, lie was a nary mail. Ami he 

and Ruhy' we.C strangers. 1 h. ..e arc 

facts The most imrcdihle l)""K '° " ,c 

i's why the l'lll didn't pass aloiiR «« the 

»i« ”7 '..“nl™ a ■ 

type of in. m J* * . *■» . «;i * i 

can't make mv sell helic ve that the 11. 

the C'I \ or anyone else stipt‘ii.' s 

.4 
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find l>itv us all! 

PLAYBOY:' What s\ V U^UCC «h> 1 

'nit to Warren's state, net... dunttR h « 
Commission's deliberations, that the fnh 
"of the assassination "wont come 

out in entr. lifetimes ? 

* x- Tlmt was a horse sass 
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llli'ii lit »ln'i , 

you'll' looking tor iiiiuj|^B:'i ihoiigh. 

I can nil you mmiu'|Ii(I”»om people 
never knew. ’1 lie night ..eforr Oswald 
was shot. I learned. a Dallas policeman, 
ami his ■girlfriend talked with Jack 
Ruliy, trying to get him to approve of 
the idea ot having Oswald lynched. 
Their reason was that they knew wh.it' a. 
weak-minded goy Jack Ruby was. At the 
triai/l: never mentioned the cop and his 
giri. because I never could locate them 
again: they just disappeared. 

PLAYBOY: Why ditl you take on the Ruby • 
case? Some say it was for the publicity.. 
BELLI: Look, I'm for. hire. I will defend 
anyone who comes to me — even the pres- 
ident of the Bar Association suing a guy 
: for defamation, for/ accusing him of 
, being a liberal, in favor of civil rights, 
due process of law, and against wire tap- 
ping. My, service to. die community as a 
trial lawyer is thaU-i am for hire by 
either side. As far as publicity is com 
cc'mcd; I’d had my fill of that long be- ... 
fore that travesty of a trial ever came 
along. Sly motive in. taking die ease was • 

,, that I hoped 1 might he able to do some- 
thing for that sick man, Jack Ruby, for 
psychiatry, for law, and for tolciancc. 
But I tHdn't volunteer for die job. Jack's 

■ brother Earl asked me if I would take 
die ease, and he olfcrcdunc a defense fee 

i of $100,000.. 

■ ! playboY: Did that sum play any part in 
‘ your decision? 

BELLI: I agreed to take the case for the 
' reasons I've just staled. But since you've 
brought up the money, it might interest 
you to know that 1 never got anything 
like 5100.00!) for the case. What 1 got 
was debts— liilis. expenses for our defense 
team, for the medical expel is who flew to 
Dallas lo testify for Ruby, and oilier costs. 

I did get about S12.000 from the Ruhys, 
hut I paid for every oilier cent of die 
cosjs out of my own pocket about 
i $15,000. It might also' interest you to 
i know that I was offered 5100.000 from 
*■ another source not to defend Jack Ruby. ■ 
I'm not saying what source. 

PLAYBOY: There has been some specula- 
tion that the. offer came from a wcll- 
‘ known right-wYng Dallas oil millionaire. 

: BEUI: If that’s 'what you heard, that's: 

! what you heareD. 

; playboy: That's all you want to say 
. about it? 

; BEUI: No more — now. 

playboy: All right. Once you ncccpt- 
. cd thccnsc. what made you decide on a 
plea of temporary insanity? 

BEIU: The incontrovertible evidence 

of psychiatric cxainin.it ions. Jack Ruby 
was and is a very sick man wlio belongs 
in a menial hospital. We owed to our 
j: national image a dramatic example of 
h ow ‘ufe A merican legal system purifi 




the iiuon;'i l 9P in our law's ui.i.er- 
staudiiig jieiital illness. Inch id, fot 
i the world !.. »<c and appreciate tin: mod-. 

cni medical specialty of psvc I.oihei apy 
i at work was one of the great premises of 
1 that trial. And those brilliant c.inicil 
experts— psychologists and neurologists j 
—who examined Jack Ruby put to- • 
gether an unmistakably clear picture of . 
a mentally unstable man whom the as- I 
sassination had stunned ■ and shocked 
j and impelled into frantic, attention- 
! seeking compulsions beyond his po>ver f; .. 

I to control. Nothing I've ever sensed' in : 

1 advance; about the line of defense for a 
j client has ever been more graphically 
i justified by die evidence— or more lg- 
-. nored by a jury. 

I I never dreamed what a- kangaroo 
I court °of mockery and errors and prej- ! 
udice.in law and decency we were going : 

• to face in that city. There. isn't one fair- 
minded lawyer . who won't appreciate 
^what I'm saying when the transcript can 
ibc read; I’ve disagreed with jury verdicts 
: before; every lawyer has. But I ve ne\ei 
.felt that the jurors weren't honestly 
trying to do their very best— except on 
| that black clay there in Dallas. 

: playboy: Bitter criticism and even | 

‘American Bar Association censure have | 
‘been leveled at you for shouting after a 
the verdict, "May I thank the jury for t, J 
•victory of bigotry and injustice!" Hoi- 
■ ido you feel about it now? } 

belli: As outraged- as I did then. It 
was a spontaneous outburst of horror at !| 
i he callous death sentence from a jury j 
that had taken actually less than one- 
hour to consider all of the complex 
scientific testimony about that pitiful, 

, afilieteil little man. 1 shouted long, vitti- 
- • peratively, and in teart^, that a kangaroo 
•j court and a bigoted jury had railroaded j 
Jack Ruby to purge their collective con- , 
science in a rape of American justice 
i that made Dallas a city of shame forever- 
more. Too often have our conns of law 
j shown us that vindictive streak, that 
! drive to heap society’s sins upon an inat- 
! virtual, that hypocritical refusal to face! 

! facts inherent in which arc unpleasant 
! truths about ourselves. The wa idling,. 

, i listening world needed to hear a voice: 
1 from among those Americans who recog- ' 
ui/cd what had happened, and who were 
sickened by Dallas' cruelty, lire smug- 
ness, the community defensiveness and 
the blind determination to crucify one 
man for everyone’s sins. 

, playboy: Do you think that s any 

more true of Dallas than it would June 
been ol any other city where the ~ :si- 
dcut might have been muivb rt d?^ _ 
BEith It’s unit/urly true of • !i ■■ ''j/j'" 1 ' 
las is unlike any other city o. • > /.- ■■ 
even the rest of Texas thank C • is 
tlilletvnl from Dallas. !• jdcral Jodj; !! ' 
ah Hughes called Dalla? "divonlv^ o- 

ic ail Lity -fli which the PreSnr ^ 
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liou - iiatlPmer.iii wiii.VjLbU.W v uU ‘ l ■ 

praised ami ivpui'cd t in "•J- 1 

terms as "nuu tier iapir.il «*i the world. ’ 

"a sick city.” “a •> otv of 

sliamc aiid bale." Here is a city "lure a 
minister told lib Hock. ”lf any of you 
vote for tli is Catholic Kennedy, don t 
you ever come to my. chinch again. 

Here is a citv where 1 took my wife 
and' son to. a ‘ beautiful Baptist church |. 
amt oil the Sunday' program a:t usher 
gave. me. the Lords message- was 
squeezed down in a corner under the 
diurdt’s impressive balance slteet full ol 
dollar. signs. Here is a city where I en- 
tered a barbershop, unrecognized, and : 
someone discussing die trial said, "I bear 
they got those Jew psychiatrists out front 
Maryland," and someone replied, “Ycalt, 
with dicir slick Jew lawyers.” I swept the 
towel ’from around my neck, stood 
straight" up, gave the Nazi, salute, yelled 
, "Achlung! Heil Hitler!” and goose-, 
stepped outside. Here is a city whose 
prosecutor said of a St. Patricks Day pa- 
rade, “Maybe we re pressing our luck too 
far to allow another parade so soon for 
another Irishman!" And the same pros- 
ecutor said, “Well, if they want to look 
| inside of Jack Ruby’s brain, we’ll give it 
; to thepi after we try him! 

.]■ Dallas is. where Adlai Stevenson was . 

! spat upon and hit upon the head with a 
-.It picket sign, and where the American flag 
; ^ was hung upside down by General td- 
win Walker, an ardent advocate of the 
philosophy of the John Birch Society. In 
Dallas in lfltiO even Lyndon Johnson and 
his lady had been insulted. Dallas is a city 
where the "Mimiiewomen” get on tele- 
phones ami call all over with stub n:(s- 
! sages as •'Merital health is Communistic 
j and .’’Kluoridatioti of water is Commit- , 

| nistic.” 

: playboy: Aren’t you describing the 

activities of a lunatic fringe? . 

BELLI: Look, I’m not talking about all . 
the citizens of Dallas. I’m talking about . 

• dte oligardty dtat • rules and runs the ; 
: city. I’d be the first to admit that some } 

I of America’s truly fine people live there. : 

I In Dallas I met two of die greatest | 
stand-up guys I ever knew: Stanley Mar- ! 
cus of N eiman-Marcus — it took 'Visceral \ 
\ courage to speak out as he did; and Rab- 
• bi Silverman— he was one of the bravest 
’: nien there. No, my contempt is reserved . 
' solely for the city's ardmr.iclionary oh- ; 

garchy. You know what made them mad- 
f dcr at me than anything else? It was 
.‘3 when I said what symbolized Dallas for 
1 ' nie: a gold-plated bidet I’d seen with a 
} philodendron growing out or it. 1 hey 
--2 were enraged at the iniplicai ion t ..it 
S they hadn’t known what to do with u. 

! Well, 1 take that back. They do know 
’ what they can do with it. 

;j I’ll never forget how Sheriff Bill Deck- 
er said he was going to see to th e “safe- 
"Tohaltfll, my tfia 


•UiVt^P^P* ‘OIUI “lica aii.se inai.s 

so uiml^i’.h feeling around here.” i 
told liiinj,,, -ook. 1 appreciate yota con- 
cern. but we’re going to walk down 
goddamn Main Street to the courthouse. 
Whenever it gets to the point acre in 
America, in my own country, that I 
can’t walk down any main street as a 
trial lawyer, then I’ll have to lake down 
my shingle." And 1 would. I’d go to g 
Congress and walk outside wearing a gg 
sandwich board. I’d howl to tlte hcav- jkoj 
ens. I might have to do. some flamboyant MV 
things to get my story - heard, but yo> || 
know 1 know just" how to do it. In any jg 
ease, we did walk down that Main Street g 
in Dallas to the trial, but I’m going to Bj 
tell you the truth, I was scared shitless. I la 
uSed to say, despite all my enemies, that ffl 
no one would ever actually want tc'gj 
shoot me. But now, after walkiftg down gj 
that street and seeing the hate in the B 
eyes of everyone who watched, I never Bj 
would say that again. ||g 

PLAYBOY: Was your outburst in courtM 
ithe reason for your being dismissed as IB 
' Ruby’s lawyer after the trial? W 

BELLI: I was not fired. I bowed out of||| 
my own accord. I lost my object i\ ity that H 
clay in Dallas. Once I lose my objectiv-® 
ity, I’ve lost my value in our adversarytH 
system of justice. So I got out of the ca:e. 

It’s as simple as that. . • . 

PLAYBOY: What do you think will c-.Sj 
suit front the appeal of Ruby’s conv.c- | 
tion which is now pending? 

BELLI: I think that everyone in lav.jg 
knows what wilt almost . automatically 
happen wliet; an appellate court te- 
views that trial transcript away from 
that emotionally charged Dali;!.' court- 
room. 1 pray to God that the teuibli 
miscarriages of American justice that 
trial transcript contains will cause the 
case to be reversed. .And I pray, for tin 
sake of that sick, pathetic little man. 
jack Ruby— whose already paranoid- 

■ schizophrenic condition has clcteriora .ed 
! shockingly during his long imprison- 
ment witltout psychiatric care, and who : 

• has tried several times to commit suicide 
; i,i his cell, once by hutting his head 
j against the wall— dial his cruel death 
sentence will he commuted to life irn- 

■ prisonment in a mental hospital, wl.ctc . 

. he has belonged, since the day they put 

him in Dallas' city jail a year and a naif 

ago. . . 

PLAYBOY: Do you favor capital pun- 
islimeni in murder cases where the assail- 
ant is adjudged mentally sound? 

BELLI: I don’t lavoi institutional veugi- 
a i ice under any circumstances. Who it: 
Cod's name has the right t.. p:is . .ulg- 
n tout on the life of anodic: >_ jua: 
being? Who’s to usurp this ,ii» i% - pic- 
i-ogative? Only a primitin: min- ,alic 
lions this kind of barh..iil\. Jiui k :o 
the creeps who are in *ayor ol u; • S t- ‘ 
the feeling they want to k 
pu ll lhC ~5T?itdl. D‘Ck Nixon is }:‘ 
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• *^orc liKciy 'is TOBr \ 

\ i„ K rate of population grc.wH*\ “« : 

; the tioor, the uneducated and the uudir- , 
privileged in our squalid. sprawling city ; 

* . slums; because of the struggle to rctn.n.;j- 

* -v. our individual identities in an inc.rc.ss- , 

• inely anonymous mass society: because | 

: of our liberation from V.ctor.a.i. sexual . 

* • strictures, which has set many young,- 

0 "-people mbrally s adrift: because: we find ; , 

.4*% ourselves burdened with more leisure ; 

• 2 time than ever before, and the Devil is ! , 

3 -i finding work for idle hands: and maybe J 

partly because’ we.. have too many laws ; . 

- 4 ' ‘I telling us what not .to do-^pme of them • - 

'I to^d silly laws. Instead of trying to M 

6 ¥ ‘ legislate morality : :for adults, why don t 

7 w c try teaching it ‘to. children? The bet- 
r. -i;: • ter , tlve ipore tolerantly, die more sym- 

- • natlietically we educate our children, the 
9 0 less crime we’ll have when they grow .up. - 
0 -v- rtAYBOYi-AnoiheninegaL tcchnicduy 

• 1* • ! decried, and occasionally defied. b y '; l ' v \ ; 

1 2 - i enforcement officials is die Constitution- ; 

ia l amendment that safeguards the public, 

‘ ^ ■'& jfrom "unreasonable ’ searches and sli- 
-4 -'zures," thus pvoltibitiiig police, say on a; 

25 gambling ‘or; vice raid, from -entering, a 

> 6 1 ■ private residence , without knocking, or , 

>7 • T- from searching a premises without n : 

J o T,. warrant. Do they have a valid coniplan u : 
V^fcr-BEUli- In a word, no. I m still, \.ictoi. ; 

- 9 ' ; 4 an enougli to feel that my home is m . 

2 0 ,V>.1 castle. Damn it. if I were growing man- . 

1 1 4' iuana iivmy backward. I’d still insist ili.u , 

F I Edgar get a search warrant beloie . 

1:1 it him wipe his feet on my door mat. 

the uninvited have the caite- 
:4 ■ ■ | blanche right to prowl my home and 

:5 ■ I search my person, next they 11 be tres- 

.6 ! passing in my vnuJ, as drey ic ahea d 

! trying to do with. truth serum and lie 

detectors. Such Gestapo information pro- 
cetlurcs arc ‘not only unnecessary but, 
: q -■ • ■ t,i* :n n democracy. 
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unendurable in a democracy. 

I Except perhaps to our God, we a 
I have a facade, even to our closest 
I friends; some of us even to ourselves, 
and to our spouses-our spouses in pm- , 
ticular, for that matter. It may not be , 
good that we hive it, but I don t believe , 
dre state or anyone else has a right to 
pierce that facade without the individ- . 

- ual’s consent— even though it might be j 
V. ‘ ... till* VCIl i 


i uai s coiiaciH— i 

, Q ■ ■ ! good therapy for us to have the v 
* 8 drawn aside. But that’s die psychodicr- . 

apists’ realm, not the tops. . 

v PLAYBOY. How do you- feel about le- r 
m^^J-.ga!i«d wive tapping? Is it morally 

legally defensible? .• 

BftU: Wire tapping, like lie detectors , 

a R and trudi scrum, isn’t only impolite, us > 
• morally, legally, innately wrong: it sunk* ; 
:*• } of siwintr. We can’t let Big Brother get , 


5 of spying. We can’t let Big Brother „U 

>6 »vay with it. He’s already got his long 

.7^#:' i arm up to the elbow into our pocket- 
- - ! books, our olfices ai.'l our daily life. 

PIAYBOY: Doesn’t your own firm cm- 
\ ploy wire tapping in its investigative 

work?, i ' _ • --w ■ 

.rraW*wc"do. ■ 

"1^ tvQfe-7 


makes its co.iif .se- unavoiilable. 11 1 n. 
a layman, I can linn away, front an ugly 
wound, but mu if I’m a surgeon— and as 
a lawyt-t, 1 rtm a surgeon of sorts; I have 
,o use evc.y means ai my co.muaini to 
represent my client, just as a surgeon lias 
to use everv instrunicnt or ding at His 
r.immand to save Ids patient. It’s simply 
that bugging is -*w so fo.umm.p arc 
dial no » mi'.cieiii ions and nalistic l.us- | 
ycr. however much he deplores it, b~ 

. any choice but to use it. " 

, ptAYBOYi Among the staunchest support- 
ers of legalized electronic surveillance 
• i $ - tltc I'Bf. What do you think of its 
‘. vaunted reputation for scientific crime 
! detection? 

! BEILI: Their, technical expertise is more ^ 
1 impressive than their reputation. Sure. ^ , 

I jps a patriotic institution, as sacrosanct. 

! ns motherhood— but both can get a hit 

| sickening when ovcrportraycd. which 
! they arc. While it spends us time and 

I E I the taxpayers’ money chasing two-bit car 
I thieves and looking for Communist spies 
I in Greyhound bus stations, organized 
crime continues to get fat o!I of prostitu- 
tion. dope,' gambling, ’’juice’’ and mur- 
der for hire; it’s die nation’s biggest 
business. With its resources and its pow- 
er there’s no reason in Cod s world why 
,1,’c FBI couldn’t base broken up the ■ 
syndicate long ago if Hoover really 
wanted to. The reason lie hasn t is sum. •: 
ply that syndicate bigwigs arc so good 
at covering up their tracks that its hell-, 
ishlv dill., nil to get a conviction, and I.C 
wants to keep h" precious 1H1 s gleam- 
ing escutcheon unbesmirchecl by lailute. 
PIAYBOY: We take it you’re not out o: 
bis greatest admirers. 

Vault: You might say tltm. If you _want 
iTa good scare, get a copy of lrcd Cooks 
f hook, Thr I'M Nobody Knows, and read , 

' it some dark night. It tells the cold, hard 

facts about Hoover. As the HU s revered 
director, lie’s done a great job— of mak- 
fug his position more secure than that of 
must miwnal heads in this trouble, 
world. Hoover’s dictatorial ideas anti 
ideology have no place in a position of 
such power in a democracy. j 

PLAYBOY: Wliat l> his ideology? ; 

OEltl: The ideology of fascism of r.gl.t- . 
ism. I/wik at how many cx-l-BI men arc 
memhers of the John llhth Society: 1 
wonder where they picked u up. Hoover 
;il , archie:.. tio.iaiy auto, rat who dep- 
recates the concept dial ’’we the peo- 
ple” arc fit to govern ourselves. He s a 
dangerous, dangerous man whom vvo 
should have gotten rid of a long t.nn: 
ago. Given full rein, he’d legalize t 
■ only wire tapping hut scarci. w, 
warrant and no kiiock aiid-ci.n r: 

| the name of law and order, he we : I 
I completely abandon due ...occss and ' 
constitutional protection: guarantee. > 
ev ery citize n. _ ' « — 

PLAYBOYi Aren’t you going 
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BELLI: 1 probably 
in g - ii TC-^ r iuli. When ii; f>p 
print, I fully expert a knot * n; the door 
from Mr. Hoover's gray-flannel minions. 

UlicyVc already tried to tap my phones 
and monkey with iitv mail. Hut I've had 
uninvited nocturnal visitors before. I'm i 
ready for them, flic question is: Arc.; 
they ready for me? 

PLAYBOY: Speaking of . violating indi- j 
vidual rights, do you feel, as some have : 
charged, that Robert Kennedy, as Auor- • 
ncy General, unduly and cxtralegally , 
harassed Teamster boss Jimmy Holfa? 

BELll/jCod pity Hoffa. Any individual ■ 

• is in' trouble today if he gets the eagle f 
after him. One vicious man, Bobby Ken- ; 
nedy, subverting the powers of govern- j- 

■them, made it a mission to ‘‘get" Hoffa. 

Now, Hoffa’s done a lot I don’t like — hut 
•I think some of his convictions will he • 
reversed. Tf Hofla lias done wrong — and j. 

■maybe he • has— the law will take care j 
of him/ He should b* prosecuted, not | 

• persecuted. ' \ 

PLAYBOY: Fact magazine recently at- i 
tributed to you the following remarks ... . 
about Robert Kennedy: “He's the most 
vicious, evil son of a bitch in American 
politics today. .- . . Sure, he wants to be , 
President, but what he really wants is to 
become head of the universe. . . . The. 

Pop( isn’t safe with that little bastard 
around. . . He's arrogant, rude, and : 

•even ignorant of ihe law. . . . He's the | 

monied Little Lord T’auntlcroy of gov- 
ernment. . . . livery newspaperman ! 
knows what he is. and even Johnson 
ain't stand him, but everybody is too 
scared of . the sou of a bitch.” Are these ; 
accurate quotes? . 

BELLI: That's, what I said. But I cer- j 
tainly didn’t expect , to see it on the ■ 
cover of a magazine: indeed, I didn't ex- j 
pect to be directly quoted. But I've since ; 
had hundreds of both lawyers and lay- . 
men write and telephone me to say, "I j 
wish to hell I'd had the guts to say the j 
same tiling.” Kennedy as Attorney Gen- j 
eral had absolutely no experience for : 
the job as top lawyer of the United • 

States. Who is this man, who has never j 
been in a courtroom, to tell me how to 
act, or to tell my colleague trial lawyers j 
how to act? Which he did. But quite 
apart from diat, and his vendetta against 
Hoffa, I know of nothing Bobby, Ken- 
nedy as Attorney General did that he 
could point to with pride. 

PLAYBOY: How about his department's * 
tied ici lion to the enforcement of civil 
rights legislation? 

.'BELLI: His office did a tremendous and 
good job on civil rights; but in Jack 
' Kennedy's Administration, could any 
Attorney Gcncial's olfice have done less? 

PLAYBOY: What tin you feel can be done 
_ to rectify the mockery of justice in South- 
ern courts, which perennially exonerate 
wUrtevcharged witji. murdering Kegw^.,-^. ^ T 
Rpiii ■•syTh pcVjs. sWiggaiionist . 


L"£a; 


--tile ones trigger and an 

of ic. i "uln r^ct 'Sp J ^BF-alironf TimrntTfy 
liie law of man' the law ol God; they 
disgrace themselves and our country be- 
fore the world. But this conspiracy of 
; bale and bigotry won't last; its clays _:c 
j mimbcrcd. In practical terms, however, 

! we ain't change die slate laws or die 
inbred prejudices that keep them in 
. force. I'm afraid we must resign our- 
1 selves to the fact that these atrocities, " 
and these travesties of justice, will con- 
tinue until the white South, learns to un- 
derstand and respect the spirit as well as v 
the letter of due process and equality 'oc- 
i fore the law’.. It just takes time. Pretty, 
i soon all the subterfuges, tricks and de- 
ceits designed to circumvent die civil 
; rights laws- will have been tried by die ; 

1 die-hards and eliminated by the Supreme :■ 
Court. Tilth, and only then, will Nc- * 
i groes in the South begin to enjoy the 
! fruits of true freedom. ;. • 

i PLAYBOY: Do you share the conserva- i - ’ 
'.live view that die present Supreme j : 
Court, because of its trail-blazing deci- ; 
sions iii civil rights, censorship, school ! 
prayer and the like, is "too liberal”? And 
do you agree with those who feel diat it 
jlins begun to unrightfully usurp legisla- 
- live authority? 

.BELLI: What do you mean by “liberal” . 
; and “conservative”? If you mean that ■ 
.'liberals" arc more concerned with-hu- 
jman rights, and "conservatives", with ■ 
property rights, I think that’s as good a 
definition as any. According to that 
definition, die present Supreme Court is 
the most liberal we've ever had. But too 
: liberal? N'o. As for assuming legislative 
authority, of course it has. But unrig!. ■■ 
fully ! No. l'or good or for bad, our 
Supreme Court has without question be- 
: coHIe the second legislatureTn Washing- 
' ion. 1 say that not in criticism, only as 
something in the nature of things. I hap- 
: pen to think we have a great Supreme j. 

Court, the greatest decision-making ;. 

, Court we've ever had, the most liumani- j . 

' tarian in our history. Earl Warren is a j ... 

gi'eat administrator; he has integrity, f 
: ability. The individual justices are sin- j -. 

cere and hard working; they try hard to j : 

| be objective, to put country above per- - /. 

sonality; they're the best we've ever had. i 
’ The Court has done the American . 
people great justice in rendering die law 
consonant with the changing needs and 
increasing complexities of the Coutempo- 
, rary world. 

PLAYBOY: Since die turn of (he centu- 
' ry, many attempts at censorship of sex- 
ually explicit books anti films have been 
made by the U.S. Post Olfice, the i;.S. Jj ; jj 
Customs Bureau, various state govern- jt&j 
ments and scores of religious and citi- 
zens' censor boards. Almost all of these 
bans have been judicially overruled, 
some of iheni in historic decisions by iht_^^. 
Supreme Court. With whom do you 
^“should ultima ic andiqrity^rwi, f££Jf'“ 
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alf.gofty* obscene » rea 1 1 
BEUI: With the 

|!li! 

courts, if I were dcfen<,.g xo-ollcd 
dirty book, I'd feel a jury of my peers 
fully qualified to judge, its redeeming 
merits- Juries do a damned good soul- 
searching job that speaks for their com-; 
inunity's collective morality. Let. literary 
men, ministers, processors, the tolerant, ■ 
the bigoted, the broad-minded and the : 


narrow-minded all have at it in 


a jury 
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room. The sptirks of conflict will shed • 
die light- by which justice may be illumi- 
nated. Only a jury will arrive at a judg- 
ment that is the wish, the temper of die 
community— winch I, think, should be - 
the ultimate criterion of judgment. 
PLAYBOY: How do you feel in general ■- 
about the much-discussed revolution in 
^pWal attitudes and practices that's tak- ’ 
ing place in America today? 

I Relieve; in the Constitution, X 
; *1*® ®dl of Rights, and sex, and not nee- ! 
essarily in that orderiTiut sex has been 
here since the Garden of Eden and no 
overnight revolution in the sex relation- - 
ship is going to accomplish anything 
good. Greater, candor, yes; greater per- 
missiveness, no'. I can’t believe that pre- 
marital and extramarital relations per 
se can lead to. a fuller life or more en- 
during happiness. I’m certainly not Vic-, 
torian, except in my office decor, and 
I’ve teriainly seen enough of life as an 
• able-bodied seaman, knocking around 
the world with Errol Flynn, and trying 
cases in every state; but I do not believe, 
in this particular aica of human rela- 
- tionship, that lack of will power will 
achieve any greater degree of happiness. 

I will say, however, that 1 don't think 
we’re more meretricious sexually than 
lecherous ' old • grandpa. We’ve just 
brought sex a little more into the open. 1 
And that’s all to the good. 

PLAYBOY: You and Errol Flynn were 
close friends, weren't you? 

BEUI: Yes,’ we were. V/e met when T. 
was retained to represent a' sailor who 
had been accidentally harpooned in the 
foot by a guest on Errol’s yadYt, the 
2aca. When I went down to Hollywood 
to question Errol and walked in wearing 
a white suit and a black Homburg, his : 
eyes lit up. He had always been im- ! 
pressed with the histrionics of trial law, 
and I’ve always felt that I might have 
been an actor. After I'd 'taken his deposi- ; 
tion, we had a most enjoyable legal tus- ■ 

,sle, and a friendship began. He was' 
great company. He lived life to the full- j 
est; he was up at all hours; lie drank; 
vodka before lie got out of bed in the 1 
morning. And lie had the Devil in him. ; 

He loved pixy tricks, and played more 
than- his share of them. In a dresser 
drawer, I remember, Errol kept about 30 
emerald-looking rings, which lie’ll give 
to girls, telling them with great fecliiig, 
"This belonged to my mother.” 

He . and I als o played treat jokes on 


i L'X /" ** ■' :ilfil "" U ■n.l’-ni v 

i E | rTTrw i ^^^.all his elm lie, (,, | )( . Coo j 

and is own on his lied for a nan. 1 
•left him sleeping soundly and went 
j downstairs to the hotel bar and sold tick- 
,jcts for five dollars apiece to about 20 

"omen — Frenchwomen and tourists 

j whom I brought upstairs for a guided 
• ,our Errol in the altogether. Well, we 
j were all tiptoeing through the bedroom 
(when some silly Frenchwoman be^an- 
I S'gSJ'ng and yelled “Fleen! Fle'cni’ 

; and woke him up.. Did he get sore!„ 
This was in 1949. 1 had been in Ror e 
. on a business trip, and was about >o 
: leave for Tokyo when Errol called from 
! Earis. He said, “Dear boy,' you’ve got to 
j come to Paris. They’ve got me over a 
! barrel.” 1 went, intending to stay two 
, day*. and stayed montiis. Errol was mal$ 
■ing u a movie partially financed by* the 
; Ercndi government and there were plen- 
I ty of complications on which he needed 
i my help. We stayed about half the time 
; on the Zaca, anchored off Nice. Errol 
would go down to the bilge, where he 
{kept some gold ingots hidden, bring one 
back, row to shore with it, turn it jn for 
! currency— and we’d be off for a night at 
j the casino. 

j In Earis, at the Belle Aurora, a:i 
• exquisite little French restaurant, nfte- 
we’d gotten up at noon, we’d sit / ro r 
about one to four and have iniaginar 
trials, drinking bottles of calvadoi 
! That’s applejack made in Normandy 
country; it would chase white lightning 
out of business. We’d drink and ii.vem 
legal cases, usually murders, which wc 
; tried on the spot. People would crowd 
■ outside in the street until they !,V. ke,l 
. it. J d accuse Errol and examine aim, 

; then he would accuse me and examine 
mc - Wc’tl get almost-TO the point of 
j blows. 

In later years, back in this country, my 
: family came to know Errol well. He 
sometimes stayed with us. But he wasn’t 
,"'cH. My little son, Caesar, called him “a 
! sick man ” — tltc perception of children, 
j My wife would plead with him to take it 
I c:,sier - He told her, ‘‘Look, I’ve done 
every di ing twice, why should I bother? 

If I had an attack, there wouldn’t be i 
juiyone to give a damn.’’ Riglit at the ’ 
end, he was planning to play me in a 
film. It was about this time that he sent 
me galleys of My Wicked, Wicked i fays. 

1 wasn’t home when he telephoned, on 
lus way io Vancouver t0 sell the Zaca: it 
| was like selling his life. He told my wife, 

’ '"T 1 ’ 11 ,llc B"> I love him; just tei! him 
that for me." Then, later — it was mid- 
night — I was in bed at our Los Angs h 
home when Errol’s valet telephoned'', n, , 
said. “He’s gone." 

PLAYBOY: Yo'u talk about him like "7 
brother. 

BEUI: I guess we were brothers, in a wi 
—though I was an only child. Like ; 

I m wild, enthusiastic: I love people. 
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; **AaYBOY: In Sonora. " 

’ w . . ing -ci trytnff biography. Is diai\jr 8 y>>«’- 

-• crew up? . 

BEUI: Until I readied college age. when . 

, 1 went ofT to die University of Cali- 

’ fornia in Berkeley.: But I almost didn t ;■ 

• make it. I was die valedictorian of my j 
‘ high school graduating class,- but I bad • 

1 . X' to sue die principal to get my diploma. 

ft PLAYBOY! How did- dial happen.' 

BElib ^VVeHf^I’ was. brutally- attacked. 
:T. 0; the evening before graduation— by a 
■ - huge bottle of whiskey. I was so sick the 

-3 ncxt day dmt j couldn't get to sdiool to 

I 4 M* make myfspeech. and when the principal 

5 , *ajy found out'why/Jie;withhcld my diploma. , 

• C ? He was adamant, so my father took me , 

, 3 $ to see;' an • ' old ; family '• friend, a judge. ; 

- • M 3 When the judge heard the story he said 

- g ■•My .boy. you’ve been wronged! And 

9 ::?:**% he hauled out of his desk a couple of 

■0 writs ; ; a replevin; a bench warrant a cou- 

‘ pie of iubpctoMpuces lecums a. habeas 

• * corpus. 'a habeas diploma, a handful o 

-2 j:fW old bail-bonds, and he stuck all of them 

- 3 Yi$ -together with notary public seals and 
’4 --'M red ribbon and he marched over to the 

• ^ sdiool and served all of it bn the pnna- j 

i I ' ■ < ' pal.' I got my diploma on the spot. Up to t 

• 6 ' ■ drat day I had been thinking about i- 

- 7 ‘ . ‘ • Eg a doctor, but. right- then 1 knew j 

?8 the law wasjor me. , .. , 

>9 ">'*$€;' My father lost his money in the crash, : 

•n ;w 3 ' so I had to work my way through college ;. 

i r -as a soda jerk, a summer farm hand ana j 

I I --■ V' .' l. i ' tlrinirs like that. I even wrote off lor free . 
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S2i^^^ : Uie city, line clubbing back poor Okies . 

M trying desperately to get into die city to , 
g£ on relief rolls, or at least to get a 
meaL Eventually, I wrote a rci>ort diat . 
*5SB8Br?./Vl ..—a — tuisis for migratory* . 


i mould*. * o • * 

. year traveling around the. world on mcr- 

'j chant ships as an able-bodied seaman. : 
Then I entered, die University ot Ca.iloi- 

1 nia Boalt Hall Law School. I stood a . 

i lucky 13th in a class of '150. j . , 

' in 1933. when 1 got my degree, I was I 
lucky enough to get a jol) as a Govern- ■ 
ment investigator, posing as an uuierant ; 
bum, moving around with the Okies. , 

. My name was supposed to he Joe Baci- ; 
galupi.” I was supposed to subnjit re- ; 
ports on what the Okies were talking 1 
about and what they wanted. I had a 
card with a special Los Angeles tele- ; 

. phone number to call if I ever got in J^. 
really bad trouble— not for just getting 
arrested or beaten up: it had to be really 
important. I never had to use it. One of 
my first deep impressions was watching 
: Los Angeles deputy cops standing on , 


was used as the basis for migratory- . 
* - i* worker relief in that area. 

V7M£^.: J Moving out and about Uien. riding in 
■ and on and underneath freight cars. 

lines 


|,ui 1 1 dc \cl.»t«;«i » »•) 

d eep,’ stron g /''Apathy for tin: inidcl’dog 
and die ouici. . and it's where 1 learned . 
about die kangaroo courts in diis coun : 
try. Well, after that migratory hobo in- 
vestigation job ended Say, 1 seem to 

be telling my life story. Do you really 
want to hear it? j 

PtAYBOY: Certainly. • : 

BEUI: All right, you asked for it. «ell, ■ 

I got desk space in a small San Francisco > 
law firm. But nodiing happened. 1 just 
sat there. Finally, in 1934, a well-known j s 
defense lawyer took me on for die lordly [ * 
' wa^e of §25 a month. But nothing hap- ! 
pened there eidier, so I managed to save ; 
§20 and went down to Los Angeles look- ., 
i n n for a better job. One big lawyer 
! diere Who turned me down 1 later op: ^ 

i posed iu a case; I won my client a. ; 
§187.500 settlement. The guy could have, 
hired me in 1935 and sent me to Palm 
Springs for die rest of my life at §100 a ! 
-week and still saved his client money. , 
Now he tells people, “1 recognized Belli.. , 
as a comer the first time 1 saw him." J 
Sure he did! I know ever, since then, 
I’ve never refused to see a guy fresh from 
law school. You never can tell. ) 

j I finally learned to quit wailing tor 
I business to find me. If I was going to get ; 
i any clients, 1 decided people would; 

. have to know 1 was around. I got die ;• 

1 idea of spreading it around that I’d take, , 

! free of charge, any cases of criminals in t. 
I' lots of trouble. One of the first clients I V 
j found was Avilez, "the Black-Glo\cd 
] Rapist." He had been tried, convicted and 
sentenced to a tea! or 400 years. For what- 
: ever it was worth, I got 200 years knocked 
■ oir his sentence. He wrote me a ;hank- 
you note. After that, I got a number of 
' odier hopeless cases — onc_of them a con- 
**y victcd counterfeiter who had resumed . 

! printing the stuff right in San Quentin s 
; print shop. 

i Aldtough I didn’t realize it at the 
j time, the case diat first showed me the ■ 

! *diing that would later get me on my way : 
! was. diat of a young Negro convict j 
■V- J named Ernie Smith. He had been indict- . , 
l ed for murder for killing another con- . 
• ' vict, in a fight in die San Quentin prison ! 
I yard. Smith told me. he had done it in ; 
;!’ self-defense, diat the odier man was 
: about to dirow a knife at him. I couldn t 
j believe it, hut the captain of die guard 
I confirmed for me that most of the con 
j victs carried knives. He showed me a 
. i desk drawer full of over a hunc'.i cd 1c* 

-- . f dial-looking pigstickers, explaining, \Vc 
take away the big ones.” Before die trial, 

: j served a subpoena on die captain of 
die guard, ordering him to conic- -, 

- court with his drawer full of knbc - "fgf 
• admitted into die evidence. : 

past the jury box widi it, I was struck.^.- 
hell of a-dtought. My wi.olc case, e 1 * * * * / 
argument to determine f Ernie Sr t 
would, live or die, was »':i thr.l 
Cp_ I "accidentally" siu mblei- . 
dr?TppOT~il:' a hundred; wicked 7 - 
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<iiTm’-.vii/H J Vi-,l |. lir -iM s..” huFi, ! 

>ii.ir|H‘mil /.lev ui< It ,( l,,„ u || ov j 

lIlC works. Tile iliri.M UMit ,„,r look S «ul ! 
ilicy hurt,' II h i.l l.cti. V-If V...I 

KMli/f Ullill » |,i, |.y 

I lie i fl' i I <>f •lrm„n.tir,ilwr evidence in 
""r.lx never fiavc talked ilio,» . 

* fuinis into seeing self-defense. |» U I h „'| 

l "Z r ! " 1 ,,, *‘l*l» «1 'I. K drawer. 

■ 'Veil. tli. n s lia.k^i, .mid, | |, ilt | ., | (l , nf : 

diffct ft" cases after l|,al. all kinds. And I | 
gradually limit >i,> a pretty good f>rac- ! 

; tire, at least enough lo live on. | 

: HAYBOYi How did you come to spe- I 
;<i;iliirc in personal-injury suits? . • ! 

. .^BEUI: •Mainly because when I entered 
• practice, the average individual who had 
i^ i Mtffercd a personal injury faced a prettv 
r- dismal linanci.'il-awnrd prospect if he 
wetu to court. Well up into the 1000s, 

.'.•i?; settlements were in the neighborhood of 
U:j SI 100. for the loss of a leg, $5500 f or ,|, c 
loss of a male organ.. .Sometimes people 
r who were even paralys'd with pc, mat 
nent spinal injuries would got simply 

* perhaps on the basis of a "com’ 

. tribiitory negligence" claim by the de-i 

feme. Some states had laws making j 
■’j $10,000 the maximum ailosv-.ibJc death I 
award. • ! 

1 he average suflering, scared, inex- ! 
pcricnccd plaintiff had usually been ren- ! 
tiered, penniless by inctlical costs and the-! 
loss of habitual income. If lie did gel an 1 
•■x\: attorney to go to court, a fee of one 
(bird of the average award wouldn’t per- 
mil the attorncy to present a really 
Miasivc case. Anti when 12 well-meaning 
hut confuse, I jurors sat hearing a jumble 
«l legal terminology they couldn’i un- 
.dersiand, if die plaintiff got anything, ; t 
".is tbe usual, totally inadequate award 
ii-Hcll, 1 began to make a prac, , <c of 

• showing demonstrative' evidence to ju- 
ries: human skeletons, moving pictures, 
enlarged X rays, still pinnies in color, 
infrared pictures, woo, lea scale models. 

"Uni the jurors graphically snw the na- 

, lure and extent of injuries, 'my clients 
began getting substantially increased 
awards. And when other personal-injury 
attorneys around San Francisco, then 
inou.nl California, caught on and began 
,!"« "'f Baltic., thing, ,hc whole picture 
of awards began' improving. 

It was about then that the defendant 
insurance companies began campaigning 

wcrc rc “'" s ' ,to ° 

A "'. l;, . n ‘ r ‘basersl” they called 
. W >ySlcrs Sl "“' personal-injury law 
75 I'crcetu of all ,ri al work, their im- 
|lic.«"c,„ W. 1S that only 25 percent of 
'•its yets in America were respectable— a 
''•ought to conjure with. 

,i ' rB0Vl a "V business— including ! 

' - mur-mte compam’es-must make a j 
.I:". ., ' , M,niVC - ,H »*‘ « reasonable ' 

“wattu'cif 'r 0l,,,, | UMU l ,crson; d injury 
of Jluljars? ° Cn n " u,rctls thousands 
•nuTToT 
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a.- . - ., -.r .-s' ^^^■Ib'iniill li ving to 
• ^TaT^piau ^f, 

. , mct tou.ipaus :* the ,,,1, i„ s . ir;l!ta . 
corn,, :u,y trying to whittle Mowi: or 
•■vmd payment of an adequate award for 
; j* personal injury inflicted through the 
: fault of the defendant whose paidL i„? 

surance premium that company has rc-- 
‘ ul;, V , y collected? Which is the greater 
perfidy? you talk about insurauce-com- 

’ !hiI F S lS ~ Wdl ' ' et 1710 te,i y°“ tome- , 
k- TTIie insurance companies - are ; 

among the world’s biggest businesses, ! 
a-ab they got that way by taking in un- ' 
believable amounts of the public’s mon- 
• cy in premiums— billions Q f dollars a 
.year. The public is buying protection. I 
.siut d,e insurance-company executives 
* "V “ for S et 'hat they are holding the : 

publics money in trust. They come to" ! 
icgard that money as theirs, and they’ll : 
be damned if tliey’JI give it up without a •’ 
® le ', T c i' a «ept your money readi- 1 
ly enough, but did you ever try to collect ' 
any money from a big insurance compa- 
ny? Nine times out of ten, when the : 
time comes -to pay off, they fight tooth 
and nad to get out of their obligation. 

Their cries that adequate awards '' 
threatep to bankrupt them are nothin* . 
.alongside their shrill cries whenever ' 
someone suggests now and then that the 
state take over their business. Isn’t it : 
lor someone claiming to be losing so ! ’ 
mud. to scream so loudly against losing 
he opportunity to keep on losing mom ' 

<-)■ No, the six-figure adequate awards' 

I'e pioneered are equitable, just and 
necessary. 1 best- awards are here to stnv 
ana I think the trend is further upward.' 

, t 1 ' V,U guarantee you that awards io 
, C P C:r somi!-niji,i y plaintiffs will never 
keep pace with the insurance companies’ 
lant.istic jnd mounting profits. — 

Let me ask you something: Exceot an ! 
adequate award, what else can be of- ‘ 
cred to the personal-injury victim? We 
have nothing that will make the per- j 
manently injured victim whole again ' 
nothing that will Jet him walk without 
a limp, nothing but drugs to let him 
seep without pain. For many, one 
,day not even morphine any Ionge* ■ 
eases then- frightful suffering, and die 
only alternative left is a cordotomy— the I 
: severing of the spinal cord to halt the 
; dreadful journey of the pain impulses to I 
. 'he brain. Think about that the next : 
time you see one of these propaganda 
jwces about the "high awards" that are 
riuimig ,hc country’s insurance com- 
panies. 1 huik about those pitiful per- 
sonal-injury victims who tempt one to 
say They’d be better off dead." But the 
, w f or,,, ds them to choose death: they 
have no legal choice hut to go on Jivit,.'- 
--•md suffering. Think about the double 
■'imputecs, the "basket eases," the trau- 

matte psydiotics, die paraplegics, the 

spinal-injury invalids, die blinded, the 
gr otesquely burned and scarred. Think 
:^^^^ >eTO3ncntly 
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their lives i.) a whei 

(o ihc indignities o!j 
■ incontinence. 

: !-«-'« >»“■’ B*'C you ;;i; example of -vpi- 

• ci I cisc of mine ;unl lei you decide" 
i • whether, the award I won for my client 
} was “too. high" or not. He was a happy, I 
redheaded kid, just back from the War. 

! He had a wife, a child, a job. and then f 
! Ilfs life was ruined in an accident caused 
by - the negligence of the San Francisco 
municipal railway. He suffered a crusiietl 
pelvis, and a rupture of the urethra ar . ! 
:'d»c juncture of the prostate gland. He* 

'. Will be! impotent for the rest of his life, j 
] And every tenth day;. for the rest of his . 
life he must endure a painful urethra 
catheterization,, or. his urethra will close, 
whereupon his bladder would burst! 
His hospital and doctor bills were 
over. $25,000 at die time of trial, and 
irthey^will be at, least $2000 a year as 
long as he lives. ^Two years afterward, 

I saw that boy again, and what I had 
•feared within myself had happened— 
his Wife had divorced him, his home 
was gone; lie had .nothing left but the.- 
remainder of his award money. Would 
you swap places with that .boy for the 
$125,000 lie was awarded? Or for a mil- • 
lion dollars? Two million? Ten million? 

I think not. ■ . 

. Yet according to them, the noble, stal- 
wart simon-pure insurance companies are 
being “victimized by fakers” for .$50,000 
and $100,000 — just for having lost a 
lousy arm or leg! When I- 'started win- 
ning this kind of award, they began 
sending out letters and buying expensive 
ads aimed at potential jurors in personal- 
injury cases: Keep those awards low, 

or you'll, force your automobile insur- 
ance to go up." liushwa! Today, with 
personal-injury awards higher than ever 
before, insurance-company stocks are 
among the best market buys. 

Anyway, when I won three 'verdicts , 
for more than $100,000 apiece in 1910 ! 
and 1950, I really began to draw fire > 
from the insurance companies. “Belli is j 
a Bamum!" they screamed. "The court- ' 
rooms arc being turned into horror I 
chambcrsl" But headway was being * 
made everywhere. Asking not a cent of 
fcc, I began lecturing all over the couu- ! 
try — to law students, to bar associations, 
to groups of plaintiff lawyers. Sometimes 
my speaking in a. state would start an : 
immediate rise in personal-injury awards. 

An example of diat is Mississippi, which : 
was for many years one of this country’s • 
lowest-vcrdict stales; soon after I ad- 
dressed its State Bar Association in 1951, 
Mississippi awards rose sharply — to . at 
least an equitable level. 

Finally I decided that I would write a 
book of all dm: I thought was modern 
and just in trial procedures, in both 
cr iminal an d civil law. It took me two ; 
years to write it; in those two years, I av- 

iff 2 T* 


cue!*. Ill 


\-<>l iitu^ ji.-u wei c published in 
called 


■ally 1 turned out the three 
1955. 

’■•Vjm 1 iVtih. 1 nt happy lo.sav 
that it s become something of a standard 
textbook in the field. 

;. PLAYBOY: What about your Belli Sem- 
: inars? Will you describe what they are 
and what they do? 

BELlt: For the past 13 consecutive years, 

; I and my associates have held "these 
Belli Seminars in almost every state ar.d 
major city in America, and they ha e 
; bccn widely . and enthusiastically ;\- 
tended and accepted by trial lawyers, 
law students and even some laymen, hi 
: them' we teach in all phases of modern 
, trial law, on civil and criminal, suo- 
! stan live and procedural law. These scrr.i- 
5 nars have done a lot for the law, htfy, 
not one has failed to draw criticism from j 
some local member of the American' Bar 
- Association, some insurance lawyer, or 
j some large law firm with a "business 
practice.” They raise their old cry: My 
lectures arc “illegal” or “unethical.” 

; PLAYBOY: On what grounds? 

BELLI: I m teaching lawyers how to raise 
awards to injured people. I’m teaching 
them how to sue malpracticing doctors 
"'ho refuse to testify anti who condone 
. the Amei ican Medical Association's con- 
spiracy of silence. I'm teaching lawyers 
, how to sue the reluctant insurance con - 
pany and how to serve the procc. > 
j evader. Among the politicians and the 
; ^ :it c:it s of the A. B. A. hierarchy, need- 
less to say, none of this law for die 
benoht of the little man is panicularlv 
popular— though social-circuiting A. ]j. A. 
jit csidents are constantly irumpciiiiir on 
tlie majestic subject "The I)i.-ic...-.c of 
; Unpopular Causes,’ and proclaiming 
diat it's every lawyer^- duty to give a 
; courageous .representation of his un- 
fortunate brother, however unpopular 
lie is, however heinous his crime. These 
are the same great vocal defenders who 
whimper, from behind their corpo- 
rate desks, when some poor unfortu- 
nate’s unpopular case lias to he tried, 
Sure, he s entitled to tit best dclensc. 
but you defend hint, I can’t aH'ord-to!" 
Even worse, these preachers of lofty sen- 
. liments arc the quickest to impose guilt 
by association on the lawyer of the 
hciilous-crimc client. And these same 
i A, B. A. presidents are approving the ab- 
olition of law-school courses that would 
teach the student lawyer how to tty an 
j. unpopular case! If we continue dimiu- 
; ishing the hours devoted to criminal 
: law in our law schools and increasing 
, those devoted to taxation, atromui 
: and die like, we may as wrl. 
over into the business-admin. V 

schools. I lien the few of us jcmaim 
criminal lawyers and gene' d t:i..l :n. 
may as well be displayed a-, the in. mb 
j. house nne?c the public can stall .u HE, 
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oilcl ami n early extinct sue-. ■.s .-atn.acic ti 
to die zoo by tin* A. It. A. presidents’ 
public barring against us. 

PLAYBOY: For a member of a nearly 
extinct species, you seem to be making a 
pretty” good living. It’s been reported , 
that you earn more than $300,000 a 
ycariirpm the "adequate awards" you 
win for your clients. 

BELLI:- Every penny t get, I earn!. Do 
you think all a lawyer has to do is pick j 
up. a phone and get an insurance com- | 
pany to settle for $100,000 and then bite ’ 
off- a third of it? To start with. I’m -J 
gambling. when I take, a case. Especially 
when it’s a large award to be sought, : 
the layman has no dream of the amounts 
■of time and. talent and money that the 
.plaintiffs lawyer’ must invest in pre- . 
paYing'thejJbest presentation possible. : 
If- we get to court. .jnd a jury votes 
against my client. I’ve lost afi I advanced 
— in cash as well as effort. I don’t just sit • 
in my: office and work my cases. Our firm ' 
here, we aren't just some fat-ass corpora- 
tion of lawyers silting around thinking 
about new ways to screw the Govern- 
ment out of "taxes; we arc a firm of 
concerned arid committed people rep- 
resenting- men and women who need.: 
help. We care. It’s the most precious 
thing we’ve got lure, our feeling for the 
'people who come' -here, wanting help. 
I’m working my cases in the shower, 
when I’m trying to sleep and can’t, 
when I’m on the john, when I’m driv- 
ing my car, when I’m sitting in those 
late-night planes. !f 1 win the adequate . 
award for my client. I feel 1 deserve 
the one- third 1 take for the work that 
got the award. Most personal-injury • 
lawyers take a bigger cut than l do— . 
many of them -10 and 50 percent. 

PLAYBOY: Still, you’ve managed to amass 
a sizable fortune from the proceeds of 
such_cases. How much would you say j 
you’re worth today? .j. 

BELLI: I could cash out today wi;h — well, 1 
look, let’s put it this way: I feel that after : 
he makes a million dollars a guy should 
start counting his blessings instead of 
money. I’m counting my blessings. 
PLAYBOY: Your remarkable success in ; 
winning six-figure awards, and earning ! 
five-figure fees, in- medical-malpractice . 
cases has made your name a red Hag to ■ 
the American Medical , Association as 
well as to the nation’s insurance com- 
panies. What’s your brief against the 
medical profession? 

BELLI: .. George Bernard Shaw wrote it 
better than 1 could say it, in The Doc- : 
. tor’s Dilemma: "We’re a conspiracy, not 
a profession. . . . Every doctor will allow 
a colleague to decimate a whole country- . 
side sooner than violate the bond of pro- 
fessional etiquette by giving him away." 
The same as with chicken-hearted, fat- 


* 


them are- great \ s. doing their best 
a ini U diking hard.. But here again, me 
individual doctor has a far higher cede 
of ethics than when he acts in con- 
i' vention,’ through his association. With 
lawyers arul doctors, it seems there’s 
some sort of collective nmorality, a cal- 
lous mob psychology, that takes over the 
individual practitioner’s ethics and hon- 
esty. Doctors as a group condone, mal- 
practice acts that individually they 
wouldn’t dream of sanctioning. The in- 
dividual doctor is so busy treating the 
sick and performing 'operations that he’s 
forfeited the administration of his na- 
tional organization to a bunch of dirty 
sons of bitches who try, because of their 
own shortcomings in their profession, to 
make him conform to what'lfiey think 
medicine should be. They tell him not 
: to publicly criticize his fellow practi- 
tioners; they have usurped his conscience. 
PLAYBOY: Do you think it's reasonable 
to expect a doctor to jeopardize his 
professional standing by testifying 
. against a colleague? 

BELLI: . Look, every doctor is licensed 
by us. the public, to practice. His train- 
ing, his talent, his title, is given to him 
in trust, by society. To whom, morally, 
does he owe more— to mankind, or to the 
A.M.A. and the insurance companies 
: who underwrite his practice? Think of 
; yourself as a victim of some doctor who 
was simply careless. Think of your be- 
ing maimed, maybe irreparably, became 
of bis bungling and of your being un- 
able to get another doctor to icstifv 
against a wrong that lie can plainly see. 

My first malpractice case was my eye- 
opener to this incredible coiisjiiracy. I 
wtisTctained to sue a doctor who had 
prescribed enemas and cathartics for a 
young man who was sulfering classic ap- 
pendicitis symptoms. The boy’s cramp- 
ing worsened, the doctor sent him to a 

■ hospitjl where he let him wait; the ap- 
pendix burst and the boy died. Not only 

■ was the treatment patently wrong, but 
later I had good reason to believe that. 

. the doctor was intoxicated when he 

• made the house call. Are you ready? I 

• lost thto-case! Not one of this drunktftT ' 
; doctor’s colleagues would testify in court 

; to what lie had obviously done. Worse, 
five doctors testified in bis behalf, in- 
cluding the bead of one of our largest 
university hospitals. Five years later, 
that defendant doctor killed himself; lie 
had become a dope addict and a habit- 
ual drunkard. 

Twenty-five years have passed since 
then, but it’s still next to impossible :«• 
get one doctor to testify against anotlu 
and it doesn’t matter hour flagrant die 
case is. Good old Doc Frcbish mte. have 
come into, the operating room dead, 
drunk, carrying a rusty knife and wear- 
ing an old pair of overalls, but as long as 
yv:he’s*tt‘ r 1liC'flfber in good standiiijprr^rm- 
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testify against inn.. ®i?B* a 

doctor to take tiic stadf^^a witness, 

; but 'all you can. get. ou'i .>t - hint is a 
: grudging acknowledgment that good' old 
•! Doc Frebish may have forgotten to wash 
' his hands before taking out Mrs. Smith's 
- ! uterus, instead of Iter tonsils, and that 
• j he may have absent-mindedly left a'; 

J 1 sponge in her abdomen, but that this 
"could happen to any of us," and ccr- 
tainly couldn't' be considered negligent. 
i PLAYBOY: Aren’t you exaggerating a'bit? : 
? 1 BELLI: You think so? Listen, an entire 

*. • £; : '.- j book has been written about things left 
J in patients — not just sponges and for- . 
« ceps,' but rings, wrist watches, even eye- 
glasses, for God’s sake. Imagine: “What ; 
^^k^-tinte is it, nurse? I’ve lost my watch." : 
' r ' j "Just a minute, doctor, i'll put on my 
•glasses. Oopsl Where are my glasses?” 

' Now I- have personal knowledge that 
most* doctors privately do deplore this 
sort of thing.: A number have told me 
privately of incompetent colleagues gen- 
erally regarded as disgraces to their 
profession. "But Mel," they say, "don’t 
ask me to testify against him. My insur- 
ance would be canceled.” I can’t really 
j say I blame them; if you ever do actually 
r get a doctor to take the stand and testify 
against another doctor's flagrant and 
perhaps Tragic malpractice, he's regarded 
as a "stoolie" and will be ostracized for 
life. Score another victory for the con- 
spiracy. This is the sort of thing I'm 
trying to fight. Is it any wonder my 
name is anathema to these people? 

But you know, 1 take pride in the fact 
that there's an instructor in one San : 
Francisco medical school who asks his 
students, "What man has done, the most 
for medicine in the past century?” They . 
name. Pasteur, Lister. Me says, "No — ; 
Melvin Belli, because the son of a bitch I. 
has made medical men conscientious • 
about their courtroom testimony, and j 
has made lawyers learn medicine."' j 
PLAYBOY: Is a backgrouncj in medicine [ 
essential for a lawyer? j 

BELLI: Absolutely. In. our courts today, • - 
three fourths of the criminal and civil f 
j cases involve some understanding of -: 

I some aspect of medicine and medical : 

> practice. If a general trial lawyer doesidt ’ 
T cultivate for himself something beyoncLV 7 
■ layman’s knowledge of medical fields, he 
, cuts himself off from essential informa- 
; lion, and he deprives his client of an 
i essential service. Every .law student I 
; meet, if lie indicates to me that he wants . 

• to do something more worth while with j 
. i himself than to be a jockstrap for some 
!. insurance company, or to keep some 
' corporation's legal skirts clean, I advise 
.'-him to arrange not only to see a com- 
plete autopsy but to learn firsthand 
about surgical procedures of every sort, ' 
to sit in on skin grafts, bone grafts, plas- 
•” tic surgery. I advise him to learrt the 
functions of surgical instruments, to- 
fa r “ J * 
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Tenmn'^^Pi veiv Simple "case "<if 
where medic!-, . now ledge paid off for 
me, among me hundreds and hundreds 
of times that, it has. This was as sr>:->le 
as merely knowing a word, a medical 
term, when I heard it. I was cross-exam- 
ining a doctor who contemptuously 
attributed several of in y plaintiffs corn-, 
plaints to ''amenorrhea." When I got up : 
to present my argument to the jury, 1 
had a medical dictionary in my hand. 1 
. read aloud the meaning of that word;, it 
wasn't something with which my male, 
client was likely to be afflicted. It means : 
- "irregular menstruation." My client won 
. a handsome award. By now I probably 
know as much medicine as I do law. 
Here ip my olficc I’ve collected a bigger 
medical library than is owned by proba- 
bly any doctor in San Francisco. It rivals 
, my law library — in which 29 of the books 
arc my own, by the way. 

PLAYBOY: How do you find the time to j 
study medicine, write books, give lec- ! 
turcs.- teach law courses — and still 
maintain your overflowing calendar of. 
personal-injury cases? 

BELLI: Well, somehow you manage to 
get done what you feel has to be done — • 
. especially if you don’t sec anybody else : 
doing it. And besides, I love my work. 
But 1 sometimes wish I could ben .were- 
wolf, with two lives — the life I have now 
j and another life. I yearn for the quie- j 
tude and the thoroughness of dealing ; 
with only a few cases. The way it is now. 

I have to budget my time like a whore 
when the fleet’s in. This morning I've 
been on the telephone, about different 
cases, with Canada, New York Cu<\. 

. Pittsburgh, The Virgin Islands, and I've 
; exchanged some cables with_Hong Kong, j 
• 1 need time to work on my autobiog- j- 
raphy. I’ve been collecting stuff lor 13 
years. It’s going to be big. And it's real- 
ly going to lay into all those bastards. , 

' PLAYBOY: Who do you mean by "all 
!. those bastards”? 

i BELLI: You know: Bobby Kennedy, J. 

■ Edgar, the A. M. A., the A. B. A., the in- 
i' surauce companies, ad infinitum. y 

: PLAYBOY: Don't you sometimes feel that • 

’ you’ve earned a few more enemies than j 
you can .ItfOrd? " — '•■ ■ ; 

BELLI: Maybe so. Maybe I should have 
better sense dian to take them all on ! 
headfirst and simultaneously. Because 
you know what I'm scared of in this : 
office today? The hig fram.-up! I’m al- 
l.ways telling myself 1 have to watch my : 

I tongue. My fault is that of Adlai Steven- 
i son. He likes to make cracks, too. It cost 

■ him the Presidency. But whatever the 

, _C0st, I’ve got to fight for what I think t 
right — and against what 1 think is <a- J 
j pcratcly wrong — or I wouldn’t think * 
much of myself as a human ucing. 

, I've told you how in niy early d:ns = 

! I began to acquire my bitterness agaii 
: i the guy with a billv, the. entrenri 
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anil we all want toj \ mu — inn , how 

malty OPus dare? \\‘ , , see Big Broth- 
er^ steady encroachment because we 
don't. 1 know we have to give »t|> some. 

• freedom to have some safety, some or- 
tier in society, but I simply cannot tolcr- : 
ate very much of Big Brother — thosc^who 
'■ claim to know what’s better for you than 
vi , you do. 

; y I don’t believe that the. average per- 
ison, informed people included, really 
■;i ' realizes the swiftly increasing degree to . 
Wjtidl our country is being run and con- 

* Strolled by an unseen government — not 
| ^ 'only vby- the FBI. and the CIA and .die 

il A. M, A. and the A. B. A. — but by founda- 
tions; banks, ad agencies, insurance 
f companies,, trust companies and their 
ri monolithic ilk. In- insidious ways, they , 

; j arc prescribing our moral codes, limiting 
•’^.ourTreedonis. Their cold-blooded bitsi- 
^VessTethics are becoming universally, and 
Jpassively.accepteTT.' , 
jr Xhc A. B, A. is at. war with me — like 
v!' the A.’.M, A. and the insurance com-' 

; panics — because I'm at war with those . 
.who abet evil by keeping silent when 
they see wrongs being perpetrated and 
perpetuated by the greed, malice and 
deception of these self-seeking institu- 
j tions. I'm under attack because 1 be- ' 
: lieve in crying out against injustice. 

'* God. knows, I’ve endured mors- than 
my share of slings and arrows: "Beili's 
• a nutj a charlatan, a publicity seeker, 

. an egomaniac!” Sure I'm llamboyant. 

I can afford to be,- because I'm a damn 
good lawyer. You've got to ring the 
bell to get the people into the tem- 

■ plc. But my brand of nonconformism is 
so offbeat tliey don't know what to label 
it. About the only tiling they haven't 

i fagged me is “Communist. ” It's a wise 
| thing they don’t; I'd sue. This, mind 
you, after all I've done for the law. I've 
j tried more cases. I’ve had more judg- 
! ments affirmed on appeal. I've- made 
more new law than probably any lawyer, 
group or firm in the past 15 or 20 years. 

• 1 After I'm gone, they'll '-be teaching 

courses about' Belli. But the pack is out 
in full cry salivating over me. So be it. If 
I’m going to go down. I’m going to go 
1 down fighting. 

■ PLAYBOY: Is your plight as- serious as 
all that? 

BELLI: You bet' it is. And things have 
j been coming to a head since the end of 
i the Ruby trial. I was absolutely awed by 
j the speed and the ruthless efficiency with 
i which Dallas' multimillionaires retaliat- 
: cd against nte for my uncharitable rc- 
’ marks to the press about their fair city. 

' You've heard that money talks? Listen, 

- j money screams! By the time 1 got back 
to Sail Francisco I found that insurance 
policies of mine bad been canceled wiili- 
I out explanation; a book publisher had 
! backed out on publishing Black Dale: 
[, D allas, the title I had planned for a 
^I ^S^^jni^ ^es'^i'aJHfec.fc foreclosed^ 
d ^ bee n ' wiih-TItfa'ir'Tiblh’! 


• 

official Jis;'/ , ' lT7wyers; my crcd ii was fro- 
zen; sonn 1 appearances and lectures 
were canceled.- I’m nut being paranoid', 
when I say that those bastards if. Texas 
were behind the whole thing. Win., you 
wouldn't believe some of the mail 1 goi 
; . postmarked Texas. Imagine opening a 
letter addressed to you ns “Dear Rec- 
! turn." Heart-warming! 

: The best part of it, though, is their cam- 

1 paign — with the cooperation of the heads 
! of the A. B. A., who have been waiting for 

• an excuse— to have me kicked but of the 
i American Bar Association. After the 
! Ruby trial, I teas notified that I’d be giv- 
1 en a “trial,” investigating my “conduct 
! of the case” — though publicly I'd already 

• been convicted by the A. B. A. "grievance 
| committee.” I was notified that my trial 
i would ’°bc held in die Statler Hotel hi 

Dallas. I replied diat I wasn't about to 

• come to Dallas. Out of curiosity I asked 
. diem if diey' intended for it to be held 
Ton die hotel’s top floor with my seat 
j next to the open window. 

■I was next peremptorily notified that 
my trial will be held in San Francisco 
instead. That suited me fine. Then they 
. announced they had decided to take de- 
positions against me. I asked that the de- 
positions be delayed until a date when I 
i could be present. Denied. 1 asked by , 
j what “rules of evidence” was .1 to be 
i tried. No reply. I asked for the privilege 
i. of taking depositions on my own behalf. 
Denied. Next came an indefinite post- 
ponement of my trial. So I not only 
don’t know how I'll be tried, or for what 
I’ll be tried; i don't know when I'll lie 
tried either. 

PLAYBOY: Can you continue practi: i:.g if- 
you’re, ejected from the A. B. A.? 

_ BELLI: I don’t have ta_LeIong to' the : 
American Bar. Association to practice. I 
don’t even have to belong to the A. B. A.' 
to take books out of their library. To 
practice, I just have to belong to my 
own state bar. As Bob Considuic said, 

; “Being kicked our of the •American Bar 
; Association is like being drummed out 
: of the Book-of-thc-.Moiull Club.” I’d cry 
all the way to the bank. - • . 

! PLAYBOY: Suppose you were disbarred 
also by the California state bar. 

BELLI:. Well, I’ve always got my solid- 
gold Honorary Life Membership card in 
die' Bartenders' Union. Or maybe I 
; could get the Coast Guard to renew my 
able-bodied-seaman papers I think I 
; might write, too. Back when I fiist siart- 
j cd, I might as easily have gone into stecl- 
i working, or teaching, or exploring. t»- 
! doctoring, instead of law — and 1 b- 
| there are a lot of people who wish ! ha«_ 
But you know, it's hard for me even -. • 
think about having any other career ilia 
law. The law is my muse. Si.e has in hi 
wooing been a jealous mis ress, but ir 
courting of her these SO years has 1 — j 
an exhilarating time. _ ' 
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July 27, 1 9 1> 5 





Mr.. Melvin Belli 

■ • 

Attorney at Law 

San Francisco, California 


Mr. Belli: 

Your article in today's MIAMI NEWS criticizing J:- 
Edgar Hoover is one of the most disgusting articles 
1 have ever read. I think you owe him an apology. 

• but if 1 were Mr. Hoover, 1 wouldn't accept it from 
i a mail like you . 

\ , 

I happened to see the program on Television in" which 
you appeared, and right then I knew you were a man 
1 didn't care to Know personally. 

When my son was in high school, I told him that whet, 
he went to the university, I wanted him to study some- 
thing that he would enjoy as a life's work, but I asked 
him one favor. . not to study medicine or law! - You 
see, 1 wanted hi in to be in something legitimate. He 

studied Chemist ry and graduated with high honors. 

* 

jl, and millions of people, respect and. admire J. Edgar 
Hoover and consider him as one of the most respect- 
able men this Government ever had and truly , truly a 
marvelous man. - 

j To' have some pseudo -monkey like you come along and 
criticize him is disgusting as Hell! ^ 


Mr. .TolfirMjLl 
Mr. Bfelmbif 
Mr. 



Mr. yCpsper—l' 
Mr. CallhK&iL” 


ii.r. caimhan-3- , 
Mr. cfonralili. : 
M‘r. ! 

; 

It. Sjiiliv. mrjL 
|r. Tavel.kdij 
r. Trottc rOl 
le. Roonldii/j 
iss Holmesll] 
iss Gandy^JjJ 
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•3 v^'r. . >>*/. ' Dear Mr, ^Miller: * ? * - - ••’-■*• ^ -g, ||j|| 

jg : ' 4 . The copy of your letter of July 27th addressed % if ■ $§$J| 

to Melvin Belli was received during Mr. Hoover’s absence. - ..M : &$$$* 
You may. be certain it will be: brought to his attention upon •• || ; j|^§ 
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>8 ^s-V -You may. be certain it will be brought to his attention upon ; . 1L 
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I know Mr. Hoover. would want me to thank 
you for your complimentary remarks. 

Sincerely yV*rs, 

■••••■;• -rr’? •; "•»•• 


Helen W . Gandy % 
Secretary #£< 'y 
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£IOTE: Bufjjjyreflect limited cordial col 
to 1955; 
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^Psaks very deprecatorily of the legal ancLmedicirie professions, it is, fej|i 
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By JOHN' McDMKMOTT 
Herald Staff Writer ; 

Melvin M. Belli called .1. 
Edgar Hoover ‘‘an ideologi- 
cal fascist’'’ Monday during 
an address at Miami Beach. 

He also took a chop at- U.S. 
Sen. P.obert F. Kennedy. 

“I don’t 1-ike Edgar. Hoov-. 
gr," declared the Shn.F>-ancis- 
co attorney as lte opened his: 
remarks to the newly formed 
Criminal Law Section, of the' 
American Trial Lawyers in 
convention at the Fontaine- 
bleau Hotel. .-' 

‘ : Be:li’s observations ,;&ne 
*as ; he defended the i Americarrllr ; 
. j?coiirt.' system and particular-”'” 
Sly 'the . U.S. Supreme’’ "Court 
’’against ■ charges that, . the 
hcourts tend to 4 'coddle” ; .crimi- 7 - v. 
nalsl : r .?S.’S'-'- •!':.• ’ ’ 

t' He said one of the 'reasons, 
he. doesn't like Hoover is that; 
j'he ilias designedly,' 'through - 
his high-powered public rela- 
tions organization,- • created 
such an .image of. . himself .. 

,1 hat even • honest ’ ^American • 
politicans are ’un-Amerioan in 
their fear of him and afraid 
to criticize him even though 
they know he is ari ideologi- 
cal fascist." 



‘ si' ty&K ‘Melvin Belli at Convention 

• ’ - — — raps Bobby Ken m.‘ 

He’ said that a criming 
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Belli went on to say, how- 
ever, that the principal rea- 
son lie dislikes Hoover "and 
his embittered far-rlghtwing-. 
ers is because of their snide 
and surreptitious criticism of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.” ' ; 


lawyer has the duty to seek 
loopholes just as much as it 
Is the job of a corp'ratiof) 
attorney to seek technicals 
ties by which his clients can 
'. avoid payments of taxes. .' 

Belli hit at Kennedy, the 
junior" senator, - from- New - 
York,' and former U.S. attor- 
ney general for advocating 
the. use of wire tapping in 
the. apprehension of crimi- 
nals: 


s Belli said lha jjj 
■oreme Court, in rdP 


| •• - atyr/S* 
.ne, $u-.gg 
it ye;uT.r 


• :• What the courts are doing, j 
said Belli,, is protecting the' 1 
rights of the accused regard- j 

less of- who they are. ^ j . .' Boh)jy Kennedy and Mr. 
„ He said Hoover and his ! | Hoover ' and their strange 
adept public relations men . j j bedfellows '■ in this incidence) 
confuse U.S. common law \>< ■ ■ * 

with French civil law ‘Svhere i. . / *■/■'** i- : v* - 

practically, ’ an accused' man' | the .^ces of the far- "right,- 
is presumed to be guilty .until . . 

proved otherwise." " tap ^ telephone, 

As for a lawver seokine : » . 

; They want to know what 
i X am .saying, therefore, what 
!. JT am ; thinking. I’m not a 
*■ criminal. I’ve got nothing to 
hide.” • ■ 


As for a lawyer seeking 
loopholes to keep a ‘man 
from jail, this is a duty 
. which every attorney must 
assume in searching for what- 
ever last ditch ’‘technicali- 
ties.” — , 


Belli said once Ids pltone is 
nipped then “someone” will 
not be satisfied with the ex- 
posure of his innermost. 

„ .. ,. , thoughts but will also want 

as well as, id some cases the to .. asslst m6 in my thlnkin(r 

• gUllt.V. . .. . 


Belli said that he has seen 
these same loopholes and 
•technicalities save the inno- 
cent from the death chamber 



guilty. 

’ “I subscribe to the neces-. 
sitj’ of a legal system that 
can boast .‘ijetter let 99 gull-.- 1 
ty go free than conilct one.. 


end 'tell 
think.”. 


me how I should 


has been fulfilling'”- higher, v'f-' 
Jduty by piotectln;; -ihe ind. :J . fy 
Victual per-’.- nal r.ghts of all. j| : ';V 
He warned tha t pa rallelip^flii: 
the growth of . federalisimfis’.ly' 
— potential danger of a polijiei j»v 
ptate resulting from fce^erii-i^ 

, ■ communications' and sc^^y^’ 
tific cr ime prev ention i\ 


.. . - ■ .. -’’j-.yer 

iwov: v%5P. 

ties such as laboratories 
radios. .. 

Belli . quoted ; ; ^.Hoover:'! ; 
saying at . ^icagoi = n”<l 
that justice, "has Inothing* 
do with expediency ' 

FBI will continue , to be job; 
tive-' regardless : of . pret 
groups which -iiy to use , 
{FBI to attain their own i-spsi 
fish aims to the det tmenoo^j 
jour people as a who!'-.: '- A: H. Wl 
1 Belli concluded t i S^yJ, 
that there is no . eed 
change ihe so- call 'I . “cB 
dling laws”. ’) said -chat 

1 
•j-’Z. 



crime feev.; - :ouli bo 
presen • ?::d iljS. 

legal v.:...; *■* i.’idividu 
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Editorials 


^f(2)/fight toottonf ; 


|’§fouldn’t / Go /Free w 

• impressed .with, At-' 

? f toiiey'Belli’s : statement that 
?rh^“suT3.scribes - to ■ ther'jieces- 
3;Sity.''of a . legal system that 
tfcan boast . ’’better let : 99 guil- 
*ty go free than convict onf 
' innocent person.’ " 



-proud of our errors as this. 

I propose that Mr. Belli 
live in lithe neighborhood 
where the 99 released guilty 
.y. men reside.- : . • . . 

Rather. T will work toward 
a system that, although 
through some ghastly miscar- 
riage of Justice an occasional , 
'innocent person- - becomes a 
martyr. -tQ-.law enforcement; 

. we do not. become so permis- 
1 sive that the rights ' of the 
.,‘accUsed ' are more ■' sacred 
] ; than the rights of the .in- 
.V jurecL i.; > 

ff > At 'present I am willing .to 
'v'risk the chance of a convic- 
V tion when , -innocent. Is Mr. 

■ ; Belli and ; family willing 16 
risk residing in the neighbor! 
hood - with the 99 .released 
: criminals? ; :... i' v ' .. j- 
• -Vrd - JOHN MARTIN 



r\ 

t-Us e S.1 ro ng ? Rope ^4^ 

In The . 4 L o opHo 1 e sVy 

Your stafi'writer, John Mc.- 
j * Dermott, • j'repo'r ts - 1. th e . . likes ‘ 

I a rid.. dislikes of .Attorney M?!AJ 
vin Belli.-- If tne implications’ 

-. and ■; character assassination 
were not .'so serious, they’d be 
, good ■ for ’. an : old-fashioned | 

"Belli .laugh,” but how a. man 
with :the /intellect, he is sup- ^ 
posed ' to ■ possess can brand 
J. Edgar Hoover as “an ideol- 
ogical fascist” and a “snide 
surreptitious citizen 1 of the 
U.S. Supreme Court,”, is be- 
yond a 'loyal American's way/ 
of thinking. I 

(' If criminal lawyers were I 
more concerned in placing j 
the neck of those guilty in a 
^ ’’loophole.” being sure it’s ' a 
strong rope, instead of. a.r-he 
puts it. “seeking loopholes to. 
keep a man from jail,” they’d 
do a far greater service. Way- [ 
ward juveniles, hardened A 
criminals. repnrtersA and the J| 
like would have more respeotH 
for the law’ and the wordage, 1/ 
“Crime does not pay.” -Ji 

Anytime a voluntcer.yis 
jneeddd . tocreplace'.' an yiprib- 
(ccnt convicted person.. . and 'j, 
jlet 99 criminals' go' free, jus,t 
remind hinge that. I’ll be. the! I 
first volunteer. . r ’; v . ■ 

ED AoKRANZUSCH *q 

2., “ ♦ « x , Xir 7^T» .\ 
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. . :>«p5p&king was a silver-haired. •.u raBsafe a&i ■■•■■*-***■■ • 

• i “T-'-^v * - 4 - ••■■ -■‘•aT ■• ■ * . £ • '-■' ' ' * 

' movie star-type with Qoldwalor 

’ glasses. .Flamboyant trial law- 

' -, ,.*jw;Melvin.Beni- was -getting his 
, -well^j known dander up over > rt 
‘ 8 .-.charges that courts are. coddling ;.*E 

'9 k*CTfiminals..i^?^: 'n.fAj.f.7 - " .' In 

JO - '.f'-' ' i.'-’ • Be 

r?vBelll w. former attorney for 



MELVLN BELLI 


the United Slates 

’ .said Belli. •; 

.. ' r ' .*'•:' 

then pointed out 

Hoover and Sen. Rob-\ 
V.erl Kennedy (D-N.Y.) have ad- ' 
vivaled allowing v.ire-tapping ' 
r.,,' evidence, in the courtroom. . . L 

v Y ‘ But I’m just Victorian — ( 
and legal — enough to believe ! 

’ Y^.-'-ythat' my home, is still my cas- ) 
j .vtie,” coutitcred. Belli. . . \ 

■ * And he . added : . • •••'•*.. 

. ■ . JW. - ' - y . 

“I've had imy phone tapped £ 
since I Yirst . took on J. Edgar 
Hooveriia'v/ear . ago. And • Los ( 
Angelek; Pptice Chief (William) , 
IParker^s-. building a dossier on ' 


r.^lBe^i^ioymer attorney for 

•1 /Jack -Ruby.mmdererof Lee ^ ( 

12 -^Harvey Oswald — bristles at / “Over the years," I’ve seen-.- 
J 3 ithe.ysIlghtMf^'suggMtlon that-' some flagrantly guilty go free;.;,..] 

s crhnlnals^are.- coddled vby aev ;V;;bul I’vVlaUo seen these;; , K v,ik e :sbmeth%out-of j 

^ same ‘loopboles’ and /technical, ? |HiUer's y stomtroopers, '^yV j 
. . . IliesLof the law save the innor i .r- - • 

*6 cent who otherwise would have.^ Th * ” J 

• 7 ConsUlutiOin.V;V'he ‘said., here. .Ai.Wbhcd -U w- i^y,; be 58 Thursday”) is .co-counsel < 

, D ^Ah^'J^'Edgar Hoover is. con- • • ‘ -■ v 

f Q • f * ii ■’ * »t_? ii i ' _tl 1 


-in a. Jocal case, tyhere three 



© Stal 


rm 

P'S- 

’j 





___ . ... _ . — ”” ~ .-.fa simuar .case in ,nis 

S3 pyeslerday >; at^fihe^^iAmencan created a God-like image of SM^Franckco.) 

S^'# r ^ s ‘ ; «5 y “ Uon at : S ?W. through his ’•high-powered;^ ^ ■ 

mt^bleau Kotel. ^ :. pubjic relations orgamza.ton. ^^^ ^ e> .. said . < 

con$dtUtional guarantees . “The main reason I disUte.Y^att.a^matterjjBf censorship- .And i 
? L'^were ' written , to protect the in- :■ Mr... Hoover and his embittered ' r ;.il think ’ft /should be up to the , 
-P le»icent ; ^BOt-coavict.)the;guUQv . far-rightwihgers is because.vof.'Y.individuhls. i.to decide ..what is -i 
targued 'v- their -'snide. >and- surreptitioiisSti'bad tastj. ini their own minds.'’ $ 

19 ,.i , y i -X.|- it-. •! -j 
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v) Belli Bugs Reader 

ll The Editon -v ’ 

) ' I read -reporter Marty- Schram’s article on the interview of j 
' lawyer Marvin EeHi. I’ll never understand why • 
your paper constantly' uses sensational head- iUsS 
lines, and why the added dig about Goldwater 
glasses”' Letters from readers are so shortened 
■ as - to lose original intent or meaning. butfin 
this article mention is - made three times ' to 
• "criminal coddling charges.”" ■ y- 

I J. Edgar Hoover and Senator Robert. Ken- 
nedy’s idea of wiredappir.g or any other method 
I to catch law violators is sound. A-. innocent 
j person has nothing to fear from a “stop and 
jfrisk" law or finger print recording or wire tapping. Lawyer . 
£/ jBclli’s idea of “Victorian and legai belief in his, home being j 
mhis castle" may find out too ’late it’s' surrounded by an un- ] 
{/ [bridged moat of fire. — . . , 

ED A. KRANZUSCH, Miami 
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Aug. 2 , I 965 


. Mr. J. Edgar Hoover,. /H 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ^ > - / 

Washington, D.C. ^ L ”'~- 

Dear Hr. i5 » dipping from Miami HoraH _ n 

/a r» T.niif 27 1066 recording eui attack on you by fi*wy • . 

Slice IreSte^edyU death I have seen thimname 
i-SSrjlSr*£. often and each time X. have leee endleaa 
1 ‘respect thafaxr for Mm. But this is ^ Assooiatio „ 

tr^i^“e h ^S; Luld thrdw him out for thie 
scurrilous attack. 

I have not noticed any reply by you and am fj* d for 
'that. There is an old 

• a skunk because, even -f you J . Y from that family ,- 

^TnorLp^ba^ did, but the saying seems appropriate.- 

j, d here ht S nof^ if fe^erarLo^^^Lr^J^dgar Hoovers- 

l! *Tat"!east people with the same degree of Americanism. S j 

. To me our country seems to be heading into some _ g| 

roughh. going-with all the la„lessness that is gome-on an „ , 
increasing day by day. ^ , 

- X - a retired Sraduate engineer with^very broad^ ^ 

ro»rlryea“^Seu?h r md E °Oentral Africa and apeak and write g; 

Spanieh fairly well. 1 will be 75 ' 

adive ifKtl :"virPdicita- am trying to help ■ tj 

in that way. ^ ^ 6ver con>H .;. d enrolling a group of 

retired "Senior Citizen." to depart help 

aa special mvestlgator j ^ ^ volunteer to work 

carry out your ideas mn -nthe a vear for $1 per tionbh 

4-5 days a week during 9~ 1C “ on th J J crazy idea? If ao 
. P l2s out of pocket * expenses. £ t for law.. ; 

in „hat othr • way mignt £help theorising / f , r ~// _J_‘ 

and order! 
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•'.;/. . ' By JOHN* McDERMOTT 

v •• ■ ; Herald Staff Writer 

“ Melvin M. Belli called J. 
.jEdgar Hoover ‘‘an ideolo.gi- 
•' jcfsil'; fascist” Monday during 
.'an' address at Miami Beach. 
.Hejalsb- took a chop at U.S. 
'Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. 

Pj+I Monlti like Edgar Hopy- 
&4;'%^ ec - re d San Francis- v 
9 ^?|^Q^attprney ; asihe opened Joisi': 
newly -formed . 

i :.'i- Criminal Law Section of the 
■t American Trial Lawyers in 
y V convention at, the, Fontaine- 
(fSleau Hotel. r';^' V y ’t 

|i.'i y Belli’s ^' observations cahie vf 
las he defended the American 
: court -.system land particular- ? 
ly.the U.S. Supreme Court 
against cha rges -.that. '.the 
tourts tend to ‘‘coddle'’ crimi- 
nals. ' .".-ait ; -V 
'-- He said one- of the reasons ' 
he doesn't like Hoover is that 
“he has designedly, through 
his high-powered public rela- 
tions organization, created 
such an .image of himself 
that even ' honest American 
. politicans are un-American in 
their fc-ar of him and. afraid 
iftoi’ criticize him even though 
Ithey know he is an ideoloei- 
•fcal fascist.’’ • 

’ Belli went on to say, liow- 
j; ever, that tlie principal rea- 
son he dislikes Hoover “and . 
Ids embittered far-rightwlng- 
ers is because of 'their snide 
and surreptitious criticism of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.” 

What the courts are doing, 
said Belli, is protecting the 
rights of the accused regard- 
less of who they are. 

He said Hoover and his 
.‘‘adept public relations men” 
i- confuse U.S. common . law 
: with French civil law “where 
practically, an accused man 
- is presumed to be guilty untii 
proved otherwise.” 

As for a lawyer seeking 
j loopholes to keep a man 
from jail,- this is a duty 
■which every attorney must 
. assume in searching for what- 
1 ever' last ditch ‘‘technicali- 
,ties.” 

f Belli said that he has seen 
“these same loopholes and 
. technicalities save the inno- 



Melvin Belli 


al ConveLiion. 

. raps Bobby Kennedy, too ! 


the forces . of the far right, 
want to- tap my telephone,” 
he said. - •' . 

. “They want to know what 
1 am saying, therefore, what 
1 am thinking. . I’m not a 
criminal. I’ve got nothjng to 
hide.” '. v. 

Belli said once his phone is 
tapped -then “someone” will 
not be satisfied with the ex- 
posure ; 'of his ■ Innermost 
thoughts but will also' want 
to "assist me in my thinking 
and tell me how :I should 
think.” . O ' 

Belli said *tfiat .the Su- 
preme Court in recent years 
has been fulfilling its highest 
dury by protecting the indi- 
vidual personal rights of all. 

He warned that paralleling 
tiie growth of federalism is 
potential danger of- a police 
state resulting from better 
communications and. scien- 
tific crime prevention facili- 


U 

ties such as laboratories and 
radios. 

Belli quoted Hoover as 
saying at Chicago in 19S3 
that justice has nothing to 
do with expediency . : . “the 
FBI will continue to be objec- 
tive regardless' of pressure 
groups, which try to use the 
FBI to attain thei" own sol-, 
fish aims to the. detriment ofijj; 
our people as a whole.” . ■ •• f " 

Belli concluded -by saying, 
that there is no need to| 
.change the so-called- “cod-- 
dling laws”. ’He said that the 
crime factor should .be to' 
preserve the freedom end the * 
legal rights of the individual. - 
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1* - I'Vt 
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“I subscribe lo the lieces- 
-! sity of i. legal system that • — 
* can hc-.-i 1,1 nt' trail- ' — 
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£ ; ^ Fpntai a ebleau Hotel _.. v... • •(. 

'\%£ r' ; -444 1 Collins A v cnxie -k : •' .. u>.* : *?., 




' ® .'&v *. c& . x £ ^c^oiS«£ieet‘ : of ^^ : :S6cleity;'of : 

. r-'TSf?-? ■ ’ Avents of this couhtrv. I read w-iih interest the news articles 


, • '. ; TV'- '■•’ 'Agents of this country, I'read With interest the news articles 

appearing in the July 27, 1965 editions of THE MIAMI HERALD | 
34 l $kF-'' and THE MIAMI NEWS, wherein yon are quoted in your remarks 

• 5 to, the American Trial Lawyers Association as referring to 


! approach, in 'ghycrnment and i s often ioosel^tieed ' •• /-y : ; 

' ? . i ‘ : / ' : ' when a "shotgun” ch&rgs, without specific facts, is made£ ; ' " : ° 

^ »’!"• *' '■*- i \ ' i ■ ' ‘ . - ■ li'V, •. ", ■ .• ..«.«• . •.>•»'• . ,. 

\ ••. (ji'Vx ‘ ■•■-•Vi •■•iw - •> ' " •• • ' : ■ 

J 2 '# : As a high public official*, Mr. Hoover is certainly 

; 3 ;£\ ;; not above criticism* and I do not in any way imply that you should 

14 ••*:•> - be restrained in your right to criticise. However, It is ‘abundantly 

i5^v--' •• ‘ apparent to me that you have hot followed his pubUc statement 

and the influence he has exerted throughout his long career as a 
law enforcement official when you term him a "fascist, ’• regardless 
j® >•■ of the description. Although In a position to abuse. the power vested 

- 0 in him and the EBX, . he he® steadfastly and adamantly refused aha* 


national police force. A. loss courageous man imbued with seeking 
53 additional, power Would long ago have allowed the FBI to be an 

>4S®gM >v ; Americaa -Gestaoo or'Oaoui '• Each time he appears before the 
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Melvin Belli, Esq-air; 
Jr^ly 23T, 1965 


L3"*K“' 


-> ; ." •' i’’ who .beUdvc it nec<jii£p.sy £csr irtore effective la^r enforcement &&4 



"btaractlced 




"■■■' - a p-bort, i»4r« BeiU, ipr you to call J. Edgar Hoover , 
ft *’f*#ciet** reflects a sensu al. total irrespoaslbility at -which I &a». 


have, la war ahe *•& -pcacs, been confronted with daily prcib'le&nft | 
; ■ ■ o£ a nr*o$f8carioaa nature aifeciin* the very security of our cltiornry 

^ then, .Sir, i v/oaii be ir.oi'c pi-cno it» accept year subtle s lauder with 

6 J&htf ' i noire, tha« a- grain ci salt. ... r , 

;v . ' ■••• 4/v - . ; • . 


• a j&hif '•*•« • •••- more than a- grain ci salt. 
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IiV'iut argument. • •• d 1 1 ‘ ol „■ 

wish I could take ItiY \d all the KSt.of 'Gy 

them who believe in V^ng i. 

felons, through the agonizing ordeal ol..t. 
die last days of waiting in the death- 1 ,*.. 
house to lie hanged or electrocuted, 

{ through ■ lite gut-wrenching last meal, 
j through the writing ol the last liearl- 
1 breaking letter to one's wife or daughter, 
j Lei me do just this, nothing more— anti j 
* I'd he aide te defeat capital punishment : 

;i singlchandeifly. .. . 

:j PLAYBOY: Do you disagree with the view j 
a that die death penalty deters crime? j 
BEUI: Naturally, punishment does tie-., 

,• tcvsome crime. A lot of crime hasn t hap- , 
pened because whoever considered it | 
simply feared he'd wind up in the clink. ; 

But you've got a different breed of mott- . 
vation in murdcr : — because of its irra-.j 
tionality. Most murderers just don't ; 

'r [ think tin 'terms ..of consequences; they i 
% don’t think 'at .gj.1, as it matter of fact. ; 

Thus, the deadt penalty does very little, j 
if anything. to deter murder. I vc seen j 
prisoners join a jailbreak, going right . 

V past condemned row, doing exactly whjt . 
t- . they knew could put them in the death : 
house, and it didn’t deter them a bit. 

PLAYBOY: ’Examining another aspect of 
: American justice in a recent book called 
i /inference, author . Edward D. .Radni 
. : estimated that some 14,000 people each 
i year are convicted, imprisoned 'and in 
- some citses executed for .dimes they 
didn’t commit. Are those figures accu- 
rate, in your opinion.' 

BEUI: We can’t have any way of know- 
ing for sure unless their convictions are 
reversed— anti nothing like that number 
arc. Circumstantial evidence can often lie 
; loaded or misleading, and eyewitnesses _ 
can be mistaken or niuvuthful, but In ; 
still not among those who feel that a j 
: great number of innocent people arc , 
convicted because of either. 1 have too > 
much respect for our system of law to : 
believe that justice could miscarry so of- | 

' ten and on such a scale. Over and above j 
: that, I’ve had the practical experience to , 

'•deny the allegation. But, of course, j 
i miscarriages do occur, and probably al- j 
; ways will, for man-made law will always j 
: be fallible; but even if it happens only j 
s once in a million cases, wc must icctify | 

’ it and look for means to improve our j 
system of justice so that the same mis- j 
; take isn't made again. It by protecting 
j the rights or an accused, providing him ; % 

: as wc do with recourse to appeal for a j 
, reversed decision on the basis of irregu- ; 
larilics in the conduct of his trial, wc : 
enable ten guilty men to go free because 
their lawyers get them olf on a “legal 
technicality,” it would still he better 
: than for one innocent man to be convict- , 
cd and imprisoned, or even executed, 
because he had no such recourse. 

PLAYBOY: A moment ago .you brought ! 

; up the fallibility of eyewitness testimony. . 


i fmfe 


; - 

V • • At 

18 *!-;( 




^0 


, U[| Hit, ^ r ~. ' ' 




■ . wi LtlVEuy ftlfd 
•strcgN 

BEUI: 1 'm ' # -glad you-- asked ;cUiat^ucs4&$- 
: tion. lt-liap|>ciw-to be oticof- the taxes 1 ■■vr* 
grind in my book Ihillat.Juui-je. ln .it, I 
said I was convinced that the testimonial 
credibility of policemen. on the witness 
' stand is often highly suspect, for it slews ' 

; from the belief, deep in their law-abii- j 
! ing. hearts, that they arc serving a ItighuJ 

• truth than justice when they testify fittS 
j the prosecution. They often know 1 nfl 

about the case in whidt they are tcr.il g| 

; ing that might he helpful to the defen || 

I ant — but they sometimes neither make E| 
l available to his attorney nor mention || 

; in court. They are convinced — it’s p: S| 
i of being a cop — that the reason the t gl 
1 fendant is sitting there is that the l'. || 

! tlieir part of die law, has tlone'its j gf 
i and tltat the job of judge and jury is gf 
j provide a-^uick, questionless conyicti Sg 
I and a stiff sentence. The presumption jjS 
innocence until guilt is proven is || 
j. lawyers, not for cops. The man mv:t gf 

• guilty, tltey tltink, or else why has gf 
i. been arrested, arraigned and brought |g 
. trial? So they sometimes convince tin® 

selves that a modicum of truth strciffig 
ing or truth omission on their part ”°i|S 

• achieve the desirable end that strict E|| 
hercncc to the tulc of evidence -:ojj8 

Perhaps, of all people, from w 
you’ve read of me, and because of wi e. 
I’ve just said, you wouldn't expect .a: ; 
to say this, but I think the avc.jg|: 
American policeman not only is a g-v ! 
guy, but lie’s underpaid, ovcrworl <■ . 
and a pretty damned good lt::".i:in being. 

■ He goes out of his way w iielp kids, 

■ and to help people in trouble. It’s only j 
the black sheep, TTTe errant cop, who gets 
into the newspapers. And thank God 

i there aren’t many of them. . 
j PLAYBOY: Thc.U. S. crime rate is steadily 
j rising, and many law-cnforccmci t >i i- 

• cers are convinced that part of the cause 

i lies in ihc courts* insistence on strict ; 

! rules of evidence that provide . lawyers, ; 

! as you mentioned a moment age, with \ 

! “legal loopholes” tc spring tlieir client.. ■ 

; How do yon feel about it? 
i belU: What the police mentality secins 
unable to comprehend is that tin sc 
= : “loopholes," these technicalities ol the 
’■ law, are among the inalienable” protec- 
tions against the violation and ttsttr >.a- 
: lion of human rights. I admit that 1 c 
seen a few flagrantly guilty men : p j 
through legtil loopholes and go scol-l < c ' 
iti my time: but far more oltcn l ce s "tt 
these sttrne loopholes used to : : inno- 

cent men and women who wbfej;. ot: : t- 
wise have perished or been seir^f l*ii«.» 
for the best years of tlieir lives. *£■>, ’that's t 
not the reason for t_tc rising c » io r.o _ 

, And it’s certainly r it because . -pL- c-e 
^growing more lawless and -d* ^vtd. at 
"-^ ic li^x darkly^h intcd. ^ 
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i l >i By W RTi ' SCHBASI. 

■ r ; KcparitV'oi Th« ^llicoa N cut 

I V . VI don't like ■ Edgar-*Joover, 
! •' , •, ar.d I have so use for Dick 


5 bl/Pife \\ 1 





that both Hoover and Sen. Rob-’ 


well knojvn dander up over 
charges that courts are coddling 
criminals. 

Relit — former attorney for 
Jack Ruby, murderer of Dee 
Hnrvev Oswald — bristles at 


MELVLV BELLI 
■Over the years,. I’ve 


Ulirvrv w:»«'u ’ 

the slightest sugiivsiiun iii'M so:ac iiagrai:siy £'* 

. . .». > . . VI. . raATI iV.'iri* 


criminals are endued b} the 
law. 

“It's a slur on ihc American 
Constitution,” ,!:c said here. 
‘•Ar.d. J. Edgar Hoover is con- 
stantiy mouthing that slander- 
ing ‘coddling' charge and Dick 
• Tracy does it too — at least once 
s a week. 1 ’ 


Iii.> V\.- also secy these 
san-c 'loopi-inks’ nod ‘Icehnieiu- 
i:i<-s‘ of the law save the iuno- 
cer.t who otherwise would have 
perished. 

‘•Better tc tat 33 guilty go tree 
than convict one innocent per- 
son." ■ 


week.- BeSi called FBI Chief Hoover 

Belli lectured 2^60 colie neves ar. ‘‘ideological fascist” who ihas 


that my home, l? sii'.l sty cas- 
tie,” countered Belli. 

. Ar.d ho added: 

‘‘I’ve hod my plume tapped 
since I firs’: look on J- lodger 
Iioovcr a year - ago. And Los 
Angeles Police Cn:of i\Viil*aiV»i 
Packer is building a dossier on 
me. It's like ssmeiNng out of 
Hiller’s siren: troopers. 

... xbc 57-vear-eld attorney .(“I’ll 
be 53 Thursday") is co-counsel 
in a local case, where three 
"iTayia barmaids are onergntr 
with Indecent exposure. Tfce 
girls served drinks wearing 
nothing but pasties above the 
waistline. (Belli recently won 
a similar case in his home- 


Tte constitutional guarantees “The main reason l‘ dislike i matter .of 
ver* written to oroicct the in- Mr. Hoover and his embittered 1 think it should be 
n-ren‘ — not co-Vct the cuilfv, far-rightvvingeri' is. because of icpwfcjssis to dec.de w-4 is 

n./cenw — not co....ct me guu . , ^ ^ ^ bad taste la ttetr own iambs. 
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?, 7 dttst diaries that the 
> g vli lend to "coddle” critni- 

?. 9 fe said one of the. masons 
5 Q, doesn’t like Hoover is that 
'a- has designedly, through 
\X high-powered public rela- 
ti^shy.orgar.iration. created 
>:jfc*?an.' image of himself 
*;«t ”e’v 6 n ' honest American 
1 4 itica»s arc un -Americas :r> 
..Vir fear of him and afraid 
; ? iViUciac him even tito;:?rj 
i'S J know he’ is an idcologi 
l ri fascist. ” 

3 gjelti we.iii un to kijV how- 
yvir. that ttio principal roa- 
5 lie dislikes Hoover ,l An:l 
50 embittered far-rightwing- 
. is heeauso of their snide 

4 .Til surreptitious critielsrn of 
12 ' U.S. Supremo Co ml.” 

• 3 vhat the courts ore doing, 
j 4,1 He !li, is protecting the 
■i’ htfc of the accused regard- 
’ . 5 s who they arc. 

5 $4 said Hoover and his . 

public relations men” 
'.on fuse 17 . 5 . common law 
} 8 h French civil law "where 
j-rt ctically, an accused man 
y. presumed If* i*e guilty untii 
VO'vcd otherwise.” 
i.\s for. .a., lawyer seeking 
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Frates,; and Floyd 
-TweUth-Fioor, Concord Building 


' "S£' 5: - v": ■■■",, 

24 Assist ant Dire ctorC . D . DeLoach has shown ■' cd 

- 5 \^\^^xne;a^c^y;af your letter of July 28, 1965/; which ms sent to ' >—< 

?6 - . 'J^iyin^BelU and the two Miami newspapers. 


•y o ; •. '•£ • •’ V.t* :V • • -•. 

1 of . course^ very grateful for your, lino 




against the FBI or me, l will not digully' the comments In this 
; 4 •■■■ ’ Instance because of the obvious character and baelcgruund of 


1 8 'W*^ you to lajow of my appreciation. 1. '.'''— 

;°,| r" mailed z ‘ . r . Sincerely yours, 

\bM v • J a Edgar Hoove* 

12 • .fl R-, a inccr •' — — — .: • 
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1 Mr. Jones (sent with cover memb) 

1 r Mr. Morrell (sent with cover memo) 
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C. D. DeLoach/7 V 
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MELVI N BELLI 

ATTORNEY -‘SAN FRANCISCO, ' CALIFORNIA 



DATE: July 29, 1965 


* 


iAs 


• U 
> 1- 

2 2 
>3 
24 
2 5 
26 
1 7 • 


the: obviously mentally ; disturbed and intemperate 'attj 
who served as defense counsel for Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas. He attempt 
to gain as- much notoriety as possible while serving as counsel. He was Tati 
discharged even by Ruby. . 7 




I have mentioned telephonically to Mr. Tolson on 7-28-65, 
f Belli recently' spoke before the Criminal Law Section of the American Trial*! 

2 8 7J.. Lawyers Convention in Miami, Florida. He later appeared on television. 

... The attached ciipping'from the "Miami News" dated 7-27-6 5 " 

reflects that Belli referred to the Director as a "ideological fascist" who ho 
created a God-like image of himself through his "high-powered public relations 
organization. " We have already received letters from various individual 
citizens taking issue with Belli and referring to him in very uncomplimentary 
terms — which he deserves. • 
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s ‘ I discussed this matter telephonically with Judge Bob Floyd, 

| President-Elect, Former Agents Society, on 7-27-65. There is attached a 
copy of a letter from Floyd-to Belli, copies of which have been given to various 
newspapers in Miami, in which reports of Belli' s scurrilous allegations con- 
cerning the Director appeared. T . T _ OM , ' 

■. . - Al-L INia.Ti'IAl i. 
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; 2 FROM 

1 3 > 

14 V 


- V. * - t .T* f* . 

M^A^ktS' 


] ,5 SUBJECT: THE 'APPEARANCE OF MET.VTNTt^Tj .T- 

:S ~ ; .san franc i§£ 0 , California, attorney 

•‘p • -T ON THE LE S^RANE TELEVISION SHOW-WIGHTLIFE" 

• 9 ^>'2 J^ABC-Ty, 7-20 - 65 - -r-~— 


. cX 




teas# 

isf 


’ V oaptioned program is an interview and discussion type ‘shdBi.SHi 

]2 - ..-presented nationally over the American Broadcasting Company network. > j®| f 

jc ■'> whiS he New York Office has provided a tape reflecting Melvin Be'Msje^S 
26 remarks appearing on this program on 7-20-65. Belli is, of course, the m 
> 7 . attorney who acted as defense counsel for Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas. ’ He isS 
; 8 ; an irresponsible individual who has made a number of scurrilous attacks on t® 

2 9 'Director and the FBI. ■ , < || 

n A'- " ' He was interviewed by Les Crane, a well-known TV personalit- .'/’SQM 

V2|pvwho acts as master of ceremonies on "Nightlife.” A transcript of this intervtfw^Si 
:: -r is attached. 


! £ IM 


To summarize the transcript briefly , Belli, as expected, made 

• r several nasty remarks concerning the Director and the FBI. He_alleged that 
> I NBI Agents are inclined to shade their testimony in court. in the interest of cc3fi5?J * 

1 ~ » »r\n . -* - ■» * ... -- — ’ PO HrlrTi « 


52 L 1 


maintaining a "90 percent record of convictions." He compared the Director to^!'^^§§ 
Chief Parker of the Los Angeles Police Department claiming that Parker has 'ttSl 
brochures^ on most of the people in the West and that Mr. Hoover has "brochimglfif^f 
on most of 'the people in the United States. He states "that Chief Parker aspire 
to Mr. Hooker’s position which, I think, Mr. Hoover has held much too long." : $$$ 
Belli further^states that Mr . Hoover " gives graduation ad dresses and tells where fSl 
all the criminals are, rwhat they* re dpifig now , the amount of the take and everythirig^^ 
else and says he is powerless to do^anvthing. " * a- 

. . i#| 

To document his allegations concerning the^ Director Belli referred wM 
toured Cook's book "The FBI Nobody KnoWs. " He cited allegations made by - tdicci 
former SA Jack Levine which were set forth in this book stating as follows:"the jMjj§ 
ideology of the man at graduation. The boys having to come to him with certain, 
colored stockings, a certain necktie/not smoking a cigarette, having to boy vhen [IsSjl 
-they meet him. All these sort of things remind me very much of the men they Cffl 
Would -go into' the presence of Herman Go erring . . Th ese thing s don't belong® n r '4m. 
I democracy.” 1 SENTMh:CTOR^^ / r^^t'-- •> M$fg 

"-Jp- 1 - Mr. BSsW -' Enc. \ - Mr'. Sullivan - Enc’^ 
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M. A. Jones to De Loach Memo 
£ V RE: . THE APPEARANCE OF MELVIN BELLI 
‘ 2 V ■' . ON THE LES CRANE TELEVISION SHOW "NIGHTLIFE" 

.3 / . . . .. . ‘ • •• l 

5 Crane refuted Belli’ s remarks at this point stating that he had 

spoken to "FBI men who have read the book " including a former Agent who is 
'p now an official in New York City and that they had all indicated that Levine* s% 
' aBegations had no basis in fact. 0 * \ 

; ’ be deterred, alleged that Levine was denied meml 
in the Arizona Bar Association because he (Levine) had made critical remark 
concerning Mr.. Hoover.- . - ‘ 


ten minutes. 
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Crane’s interview of Belli on this program lasted approximate]^ 
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TRANSCRIPTION OF EXCERPTS FROM 
THE LES CRANE TV SHOW, ’’NIGHTLIFE, ” 
ABC-TV, 7-20-65, REFLECTING AN 
INTERVIEW OF MELVIN BELLI BY 
LES CRANE 


.. -: .Vf . "Our next guest, who is called by some of his friendlif 

: M 

critics, a mad genius, the court jester, meaning the courtroom j£st< 
:Fa publicity->mad pettifogger, the Sal Hurok of the legal profession ano| 
various other appellations like that. ” . ; • 

"You have a pretty good list so far. " 

^ : • "Among his enemies are the American Bar Associatio 

the American Medical Association, practically every insurance . 
company in the United States, Robert F. Kemiedy, J. Edgar Hoover, |§ 
Richard Nixon, how much time do we have?" 

"You’ve made me out a pretty good guy so_far though. ” 
"However, one thing that most of his critics have to 
admit, is that Re is generally regarded to be the greatest trial lawyer 
in America . today, Melvin Belli. 
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"Have you just come from San Francisco or from where?" Whm 
"Yeah, we just came from San Francisco on one of <-.* . 

.?4 

• sr. 

, • • 

those wild trips that they get you in on time letting the wheels down 
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CRANE: 


way up there and bringing you on in they gave you a great big meal 
over Philadelphia and then after they gave us this meal they brought • ^ 
us down 3, 000 feet every second and then we had trouble including 
Caesar (sic) all the way down. " (Dialogue concerning Belli’s wearing 
apparel and the fog in San Francisco not transcribed. ) 

"You’ve been getting a lot of attention lately, they had 
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’’Yeah, when that came out we rang for breakfast and I§| 
said before you answer the door you’d better see if that’s Bob Kenned^ 

r 


m 


Edgar Hoover or the waiter. We were a little concerned about that on I. ” 


i ; -"r‘ 


'For those who might not have read the magazine artiq|§ 




would you like to repeat some of the things you said about Bobby Kennedy ?!’ ^ 
.V,,... ' "Well, if I did what was-on the cover you ! 4 be out of a iob 

* ?[ ^ -'Zr 

. l !;/ V£ 

and I’d be out of a profession. I don’t know why he put that on there. . . . 
you know sometimes when you give these interviews you do use a little 

. JIS 

language that I think is a little manly, a little rough and then it comes out 


just exactly as you said it. That's a new type of journalism. 

Like the University of California. I guess they all graduated from';* 


*Ginzburg was formerly the publisher of "Eros. " He was convicted 
of pornography for sending "Eros" and two other publications through 
the mail. He is appealing this conviction. 
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there. Those four letter words appear on the cover. The way they 
were strung out on the cover there and I saw them there, that here 
, Belli says this about Kennedy I went back and stayed in the shower x 
the rest of the day. " 


. SCRANE: 
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,r What are some of the thing you feel about our Sena- 
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l^frpm^^^ you can say on television?" "" ' ft i 

"Oh, I thought the Senator you had was a great man, 1 
I’m sorry that he was beaten. That’s the one you’re referring to?” |§ 


r : 


"No, I’m referring to Robert F. Kennedy. " 

"The present 9 ne? I don’t know what he is doing do'vv 

I ]- ” 

there now, but I was sorry to see the man you had beaten, I thought j-. i . . 

i . j9J 

he was a great Senator and he was doing a great job. " 

"Is he evading the issue? Is that what he is doing?" 

« • > 

■ "Not exactly, I think I’ve said enough about the other 

one down there. " ‘ - -i -y^ 

9 j.’; 

"You don’t want to talk about Bobby at all?" ti 

.. :m 

' "Not too much, I’d rather wait and see, I think we all 

' fevfi 

would, and see what he does do because here in the troubled years ahead, 

* ft? ' ' 

' ■ . ••• 

and certainly there are going to be troubled years ahead, this man '*!"%;• 


avowedly wants to run for the Presidency. Either he or his ... 

brother, one of them now is a candidate. One or the other is goi: tc rm 
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run tliis we knew and he may turn out to be a good man. The brother 
was the greatest President we ever had, a magnificent man. I thougl 


P?m 

!*$* 

!to 
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Tr ^S: 


/ he was exquisite and by the same token, .1 can say, I think a lot of us £ 


ur-isss 


\ 16 - • will have to admit that he put more personal fortune into getting into ge 

j ; 8 V ; White House than any man in past history. Some people extrapolated gat-or^ 

••0 v ■ - . - »•«»•••• ‘ '/sic:, fi ’Mtim 

; y. sem^ically kind, they say. thathe bought the Presidency: He Wit a ^gpp 

i y\ 1 lot* of money into getting it. Once he got .in there he was a great Pre&ert^feil 


i ; Pfcjp ;^Jpi6tgso sem^ticaUy kin^ that-he bought the Presidency: He Wit 

i 22 Py" P" ■ ’ ;' w • - §| 

23 plot pi money into getting it. Once he got.in there he was a great -PreWdenfe ^ 

, ‘I 1 25 .A Now, if we had what we lost the other day I think it would have been lj|ji ||||f 

i ]1 % greatest we ever had. A man that we can apply the appellation to of gvefal ; -.>$ 

j ? 9 • * f£ 

| sweet guy in a masculine sort of way, Adlai Stevenson, a man that '[ r%nk^S|- 
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it makes you feel good that we love him so much and here was an egrJSzad^ 

■| s * 

here was a real intellectual and we thought that lie stood about at the top of 

:• t} '$% ' 

the list. We all loved him. He was a great man. Graciousness, generosity, l 

kindness, old school sort of Chesterfieldian. The first man that would stgincig 

. ■ irt-i 

when a woman came into the room. All of these gracious things that we 

/" • • ' fjtg 

thought we’ve lost in this life I think were personified in this great Adlai 


Stevenson, and it’s such a wonderful thing to see that we still love those 
qualities in an American and that’s why I like this man so much. J jvas soi&?J; 

M r% r 3jL J - 

happy in sadness to see so many other people liked him too. ” P&M 


"When you undertook the defense of Jack Ruby, I 

imagine the question that leapt to the minds of lots of your friends 

■ % 

and people who don’t know you and don’t know that much about ■ 
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the law in which l 1 !! ask for a lot of people who might want to know/ Would;/;- Aj 


you defend anybody?" 


i 

vi r» 


"I think the greatest as set .that I have as a. trial lawyer : j|th£^'|| 
I am for hire. 1*11 take either side — I hope with equal facility. As lon^as 
I’m for hire, as long as you can buy me, and'once you’ve bought me, }jwi- - 
‘/.;.cbmpletely hojiest to your side. I think that’s the greatest attribute thB 

trial lawyer has. Because then you know you have a champion in your^m^ll 


Yes, I would take any kind of a case and I think the guiltier a man the 


■W& 


he needs a better lawyer, and I don’t mean in the sense that he is gom||to' ii.^ £ 
pick up the technicalities or the loopholes of the law. I mean it in th .s^lense., ® 
that there is no man so black whose heart is so dark or soul so black "«®it ‘ 

f • • m 

something can’t be said for him. It’s a soft touch to go in and represen.: a : 
man that anyone can see he is innocent or represent in a personal injury case / 

- . - pM 

n ~ ^4- „ J. * — 4. T~>. 4- V ..v: 


a child who has lost a leg, a drunken taxicab driver or a motorist. But 


m- v****vt u, u. m-jl i>(uuvuw ux i. vvi. wx a ixiutuxioui xvuw 
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the ones that are tough, the ones that are close, the ones you’ve got to . 13 -raj? 

■ • |W 

explain- -they’re the ones that need a good lawyer and I think, I say ||^ 

again, that the thing the layman criticizes us for they say one time he 


• ■ • wm 

is representing the corporation the other time he is representing the individual? 

Hi 8*. 
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He is crying for this side today or tomorrow he will by crying for the 


side. I think that’s our greatest attribute. And another thing too that y'vuccitxr 


ffelfpc? 


..•? Tg^tSt*Ti ' 


« . . __ y-v 




